200
ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT

200.1
Public space rental permits shall be issued under the provisions of the D.C. Public Space Rental Act (the "Act"), D.C. Code §7-1001 et seq. (1981), and the provisions of this chapter.

200.2
The Director of the District of Columbia Department of Public Works (the "Director") shall have the following responsibilities under this chapter:

(a)
When a property owner requests the use of public space, the Director shall investigate the public need for that space, consider the proposed use of the space, and recommend to the Public Space Committee (the "Committee") approval or disapproval of the use;

(b)
The Director, when he or she deems it necessary, shall inspect each space for which a permit application is received to determine compliance with the Act, this title, and the terms of the permit;

(c)
The Director shall refer violations of the Act, the provisions of this chapter, the permit, or conditions requiring remedial action to the Director of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs; and

(d)
If, as a result of the private use of surface space, an imminently dangerous condition is discovered, and public safety requires, the Director shall take any necessary steps to immediately remedy the situation.

200.3
The Public Space Committee shall, on recommendation from the Director, determine the public need for public space, what private use may be made of it, and what may be erected or installed in that space.

200.4
The Committee shall approve or disapprove all applications for the use of public space referred to it by the Director, and no permit for use of public space shall be issued without Committee approval.

200.5
The Director of Finance and Revenue shall render all bills and collect all rents and other charges for public space occupancy and use, as provided by law and regulation.

200.6
The Corporation Counsel, or his or her designee, shall institute and prosecute any action determined by the Corporation Counsel to be necessary by reason of any violation of the Act and this chapter.

200.7
The Director of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs shall take all of the following actions with respect to public space rental:

(a)
Receive all applications for permits to occupy or use public space, and refer them to the proper departments for review and approval or disapproval;

(b)
In the case of vaults, determine the structural adequacy of proposed construction, investigate all questions of structural defects in existing vaults, and inspect vaults when necessary to determine their physical condition;

(c)
If a vault or related construction is found to be in an imminently dangerous condition, and public safety requires, take any necessary steps to immediately remedy the situation;

(d)
Issue all approved public space permits through the Permit Branch; and

(e)
Investigate violations of the Act, this chapter, or the terms of the permit, and take necessary action to remedy the situation.

200.8
Any personal property placed on public space by the permittee shall be readily movable, and maintained in a good clean condition; and shall not be allowed to deteriorate, or become unsightly or dangerous to the public.

200.9
Prior to the issuance of an occupancy permit, any property owner who wishes to sublet public space, including surface space and space below the surface, shall file with the Director a notarized copy of the rental agreement covering the space to be sublet.

200.10
Permits for the use of surface space shall be subject to suspension or revocation for failure of the permittee to make use of the surface space for a period of more than twelve (12) months; and for failure to comply with this chapter, the specifications of the permit, or the plan required by §202.

200.11
The provisions of this chapter relating to the extent to which surface space may be occupied by the operator of a business abutting the space shall supersede any other provisions of this title that may control the extent to which surface space may be occupied.
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EDITOR'S NOTE: The Building Code, the Fire Code, and the Electrical Code referred to in this title have been superseded by D.C. Law 6-216, Construction Codes Approval and Amendments Act of 1986, effective March 21, 1987. The construction regulations existing prior to March 21, 1987, remain in effect for projects having reached specified stages of completion. D.C. Law 6-216 adopted the 1984 National BOCA Codes, and the 1985 D.C. Supplement to the National BOCA Codes. Effective November 27, 1992 (39 DCR 8665),the 1984 BOCA Codes, and the 1985 D.C. Supplement to the National BOCA Codes were superseded by the adoption of the 1990 BOCA Codes, and the 1992 D.C. Supplement to the BOCA Codes.

