District of Columbia Municipal Regulations


413
RETAINING WALLS

413.1
In R-1, R-2, R-3, and R-4 Districts a retaining wall may be erected in accordance with the requirements of this section. 

413.2 The height of a retaining wall shall be determined as follows: 

(a) The height of a retaining wall is the vertical distance measured from the natural grade at the base of the wall to the top of the wall;

(b) When the height of a retaining wall varies, the height shall be measured at the highest point of the wall, from the natural grade at the base of the wall at that point; and 
(c) Berms or other similar forms of intermittent terrain elevation shall not be included in measuring retaining wall height.
413.3 Subject to the height limitations of § 413.4 through 413.7, the maximum height of a retaining wall shall be six feet (6 ft.).  

413.4 A retaining wall shall not exceed four feet (4 ft.) in height in the following locations, unless a lower height is required by § 413.5 and 413.6:

(a) Along a street frontage or property line;

(b) Within any required side yard;

(c) In the R-1 Districts, within twenty-five feet (25 ft.) of the rear property line, as measured from the rear property line inward; and 

(d) In the R-2, R-3, and R-4 Districts, within twenty feet (20 ft.) of the rear property line, as measured from the rear property line inward.

413.5 A retaining wall located along a street frontage on a block with adjacent existing retaining walls shall not be greater in height than the tallest adjacent existing retaining walls up to the maximum height of four feet (4 ft.). 

413.6 A retaining wall located on any area between a property line and a building line shall not exceed a maximum height of forty-two inches (42 in.).

413.7 A retaining wall abutting an improved alley in the R-3 or R-4 Districts shall not exceed a maximum height of twelve feet (12 ft.).
413.8 Retaining walls may be tiered or terraced provided that the width of the area between each retaining wall is at least twice the height of the lower retaining wall. The area between each wall shall be pervious and may not be paved or otherwise covered with impervious materials.
413.9 Retaining walls not meeting the requirements of this section, may be approved by the Board of Zoning Adjustment as a special exception pursuant to § 3104.1.  In addition to meeting the general conditions for being granted a special exception as set forth in that subsection, the applicant must demonstrate that conditions relating to the building, terrain, or surrounding area would to make full compliance unduly restrictive, prohibitively costly, or unreasonable.  
SOURCE: Final Rulemaking published at 61 DCR 5981 (June 13, 2014).
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