District of Columbia Municipal Regulations


720
BRAKES: GENERAL PROVISIONS

720.1
Each motor vehicle, trailer, semi-trailer and pole trailer, and any combination of such vehicles operated upon a street or highway shall be equipped with brakes in compliance with the requirements of § 720 through 725.

720.2
Each vehicle and combination of vehicles, except special mobile equipment as defined in this title, shall be equipped with service brakes complying with the performance requirements of this section and adequate to control the movement of and to stop and hold the vehicle under all conditions of loadings and on any grade incident to its operation.

720.3
Each vehicle or combination of vehicles, except autocycles, motorcycles, and motor-driven cycles, shall be equipped with parking brakes adequate to hold the vehicle on any grade on which it is operated under all conditions of loading on a surface free from snow, ice, or loose material.

720.4
Parking brakes shall be capable of being applied in conformance with the requirements of § 720.3 by the driver’s muscular effort, by spring action, or by equivalent means.

720.5
The operation of parking brakes may be assisted by the service brakes or other source of power; Provided, that failure of the service brake activation system or other power assisting mechanism will not prevent the parking brakes from being applied in conformance with the requirements of this section.

720.6
Parking brakes shall be so designed that when once applied they remain applied with the required effectiveness, despite exhaustion of energy or leakage of any kind.

720.7
The same brake drums, brake shoes, lining assemblies, brake shoe anchors, and mechanical brake shoe actuation mechanism normally associated with the wheel brake assemblies may be used for both the service brakes and parking brakes.

720.8
If the means of applying the parking brakes and service brakes are connected in any way, they shall be so constructed that failure of any one part shall not leave the vehicle without operative brakes.

720.9
Each vehicle shall be equipped with brakes acting on all wheels except the following vehicles:

(a)
Trailers, semi-trailers, or pole-trailers of a gross weight not exceeding three thousand pounds (3,000 lbs.); Provided, that the following requirements are met:

(1)
The total weight on and including the wheels of the trailer or trailers shall not exceed forty per cent (40%) of the gross weight of the towing vehicle when connected to the trailer or trailers; and

(2)
The combination of vehicles, consisting of the towing vehicle and its total towed load, is capable of complying with the requirements of § 724;

(b)
Any vehicle being towed in driveway or towaway operations; Provided, that the combination of vehicles is capable of complying with the requirements of § 724;

(c)
A trucks or truck-tractor having three (3) or more axles need not have brakes on the front wheels, except that when the vehicles are equipped with at least two (2) steerable axles, the wheels of one steerable axle need not have brakes Provided, that the truck or truck-tractor is capable of complying with the performance requirements of § 724;

(d)
Special mobile equipment as defined in this title;

(e)
The wheel of a sidecar attached to a motorcycle or motorized bicycle, or the front wheel of a motorized bicycle need not be equipped with brakes Provided, that the motorcycle or motorized bicycle is capable of complying with the performance requirements of § 724; and

(f)
Vehicles manufactured prior to January, 1930 and not equipped with brakes on all wheels.

720.10
Each motor vehicle, trailer, semi-trailer and pole trailer, and every combination of such vehicles equipped with brakes, except motorcycles and motorized bicycles, shall have the braking system so arranged that one control device can be used to operate all service brakes.

720.11
The requirement cited under § 720.10 does not prohibit vehicles from being equipped with an additional control device to be used to operate brakes on a towed vehicle, and the requirement does not apply to driveway or towaway operations unless the brakes on the individual vehicles are designed to be operated by a single control on the towing vehicle.

720.12
All brakes shall be maintained in good working order and shall be so adjusted to operate as equally as practicable with respect to the wheels on opposite sides of the vehicle.

720.13
The Director is authorized to require an inspection of the braking system on any motorized bicycle and to disapprove any braking system on a vehicle which he or she finds will not comply with the performance ability standard set forth in § 724 or which, in his or her opinion, is equipped with a braking system that is not so designed or constructed as to ensure reasonable and reliable performance in actual use.

720.14
The Director may refuse to register or may suspend or revoke the registration of any vehicle referred to in this section when he or she determines that the braking system on the vehicle does not comply with the provisions of §§ 720 through 725.

720.15
No person shall operate on any street or highway any vehicle referred to in this section if the Director has disapproved the braking system upon the vehicle.

720.16
Each horse-drawn vehicle engaged in carrying loads on the streets and highways of the District shall be equipped with an effective brake.

720.17
The brake on a horse-drawn vehicle shall be deemed effective when that brake will hold the vehicle on any grade which the vehicle can ascend with a full load.

SOURCE: 17 DCRR § 114(b) (October 19, 1970); as amended by Regulation No. 72-13, effective June 30, 1972. 32 DCRR § 6.301, Special Edition; as amended by Regulation No.74-17 effective June 29, 1974; as amended by § 2(q), (w) of the District of Columbia Motorized Bicycle Act, effective April 7, 1977 (D.C. Law 1-110; 23 DCR 4954 (January 21, 1977)); as amended by the Motorized Bicycle Amendment Act of 2012, effective April 27, 2013 (D.C. Law 19-290; 60 DCR 2343 (March 1, 2013)); as amended by Final Rulemaking published at 64 DCR 7930 (August 11, 2017).
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