6499
DEFINITIONS

6499.1
As used in this chapter, the following terms have the meanings ascribed:


Applicant - a person applying for a license to practice optometry under 
this chapter.

Board - the Board of Optometry, established by § 207 of the Act, D.C. Code § 2-3302.7 (1987 Supp.).

Contact Lens Fitting - the process that begins after the initial eye examination and ends when a successful fit has been achieved as determined by the examining optometrist or ophthalmologist. In the case of a renewal prescription, the fitting ends when the prescriber determines that no change in the existing prescription is required or a new fitting is completed after medically necessary follow-up examinations.


Continuing competency: 


(a) 
The ability to provide comprehensive eye and vision care by 



meeting the needs of patient with the objectives of




achieving appropriate outcomes and maintaining or improving the 



patients quality of life; 

(b) The ability to support an integrated healthcare system by collaborating with other healthcare professionals and service providers to facilitate the management of the overall health needs and to encourage the well-being of patients; 

(c) The ability to apply management skills to optimize the care of  patients and make efficient use of health resources; and

(d) The ability to educate patients with the goal of encouraging appropriate, effective, and comprehensive eye and vision care.

Ophthalmologist - a physician specializing in ophthalmology.

Optometrist - a person licensed to practice optometry under the Act.

Physician - a person licensed to practice medicine under the Act.

Private label contact lenses - contact lenses that are sold under the label of a seller where the contact lenses are identical to lenses made by the same manufacturer but sold under the labels of other sellers.

6499.2
The definitions in §4099 of chapter 40 of this title are incorporated by reference into and apply to this chapter.


SOURCE: Final Rulemaking published at 35 DCR 4494, 4503 (June 17, 1988); as amended by Rulemaking published at 55 DCR 12043 (November 21, 2008); as amended by Notice of Final Rulemaking published at 59 DCR 2157, 2158 (March 16, 2012).
