5402 

ELIGIBILITY

5402.1
Only a private hospital located in the District of Columbia who has entered into a contract with the Department to accept involuntary patients authorized by the Department for hospitalization may incur expenses eligible for reimbursement in accordance with its contract with the Department and may bill the Department under this chapter.          

5402.2
A private hospital submitting a claim under this chapter may only submit claims for probable cause hearings that have actually occurred; that is, the hearing was called by a judge or magistrate judge of the D.C. Superior Court and the patient and expert witness from the hospital were present and prepared to proceed.  

5402.3
The private hospital must comply with all contractual requirements in order to submit a claim for a probable cause hearing, including but not limited to the following:

(a) Ensuring the safe and timely transport of the patient to the D.C. Superior Court or to whatever location the court has determined the hearing is to be held, and safe transport of the patient in returning to the hospital, unless there is a finding at the hearing of no probable cause and the patient elects not to return to the hospital;

(b) Ensuring the patient’s attending psychiatrist, qualified psychologist, or other expert witness, as determined by the Office of the Attorney General (OAG), cooperates with the representative from the OAG who will be representing the Department for the probable cause hearing to prepare for the hearing.  Such preparation may include reviewing and providing copies of records, answering questions, communicating with other individuals involved in the care and treatment of the patient while he or she was in the community, and discussing testimony; and
(c) Ensuring the patient’s attending psychiatrist, qualified psychologist, or other expert witness, as determined by the Office of the Attorney General (OAG), is present for the probable cause hearing at the time the hearing is called by the court; that the witness has the original treatment records present when giving testimony at the hearing; and that the witness remains for the hearing until released by the court or the representative from the Office of the Attorney General.  

SOURCE: Final Rulemaking published at 60 DCR 2166 (February 22, 2013).
