3254
LAUNDRY AREAS

3254.1
An employee of the facility shall be responsible for ensuring that linens are in good condition.

3254.2
There shall be a separate area provided for the reception of all resident laundry, and it shall not be in any area where residents sleep, eat or otherwise frequent.

3254.3
Suitable bags shall be provided for resident linen and laundry.

3254.4
No resident linen shall be sorted, laundered, rinsed, or stored in any bathroom, resident room, kitchen, or food storage area.

3254.5
The linen supply shall be at least three (3) times the amount that is needed for the licensed occupancy.

3254.6
There shall be enough sheets to allow for one (1) bed change per shift for incontinent residents.

3254.7
There shall be enough towels and wash cloths to provide for at least one (1) set each day for each resident with additional sets available to allow for two (2) sets per shift for each incontinent resident.

3254.8
Clean linen and clothing shall be stored in clean, dry, dust-free areas that are easily accessible to each nurse's station.

3254.9
Each laundry facility shall be located in an area that is separate from the resident units and shall be provided with the necessary washing, drying, and ironing equipment.

3254.10
No laundry area shall be used as a passageway.

3254.11
Each dryer shall be vented to the outside and equipped with a removable lint trap.

3254.12
Each piece of electrical equipment shall be grounded in accordance with the 1996 NFPA National Electrical Code.

3254.13
Each piece of laundry shall be handled, processed, stored, and transported in a manner designed to prevent transmission of infection.

3254.14
Soiled linen shall be stored in a separate well-ventilated area and shall not be permitted to accumulate in the facility.

3254.15
Contaminated laundry shall be placed in double, specially colored bags and processed separately.

3254.16
Each laundered article shall be free of dirt, irritating chemical residue, and pathogenic organisms.

3254.17
Laundered articles shall be transported in enclosed, linen hampers with removable liners, in enclosed carts or dollies, or securely wrapped.

3254.18
If a facility launders a resident's personal clothing, the personal clothing shall be returned to them in an appropriate manner and condition.

3254.19
Each facility shall develop written policies and procedures relating to the operation of the laundry and linen management, and they shall be available in each laundry area.

3254.20
To effectively disinfect soiled linens, hot water temperature shall be one hundred and fifty degrees (150 [degrees]) to one hundred sixty degrees Fahrenheit (160 [degrees] F) during the wash cycle.


SOURCE: Notice of Final Rulemaking published at 49 DCR 473 (January 18, 2002).

