1601
TEACHING CREDENTIAL
1601.1
An individual must have a license known as a Teaching Credential to serve as a teacher in the District of Columbia Public Schools for the subjects enumerated in this chapter. For any subjects not covered in this chapter, a substitute teaching credential must be obtained.

1601.2
The Office of the State Superintendent of Education (OSSE) shall issue a Teaching Credential in accordance with the provisions of this section.

1601.3
Regular I Teaching Credential. To qualify for a Regular I Teaching Credential, the candidate must:

(a)
Have earned a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution of higher education;

(b)
Be enrolled in a preparation program in the District of Columbia for practicing teachers approved by the OSSE, or in a program approved by another state and recognized by the OSSE in accordance with this chapter;

(c)
Have successfully completed the Praxis I examination, or other nationally recognized test as may be designated by the State Superintendent of Education, with a qualifying score determined by the State Superintendent of Education or met an equivalency score determined by the State Superintendent of Education on the SAT, ACT, or Graduate Record Examination (GRE);

(d)
Have successfully completed the Praxis II Content examination, or other nationally recognized test as may be designated by the State Superintendent of Education, with a qualifying score determined by the State Superintendent of Education, in the content area in which the candidate will practice; and

(e)
Be employed by a local education agency in the District of Columbia.

1601.4
Regular I Teaching Credential Upgrade. Candidates who hold a Regular I Teaching Credential shall receive an upgrade to a two-year Regular II Teaching Credential if the candidate successfully completes a state-approved preparation program for practicing teachers in which he or she was enrolled and where applicable, the Praxis II, Pedagogy examination, or other nationally recognized test as may be designated by the State Superintendent of Education, with a qualifying score determined by the State Superintendent of Education.

1601.5
Regular II Teaching Credential. To qualify for a Regular II Teaching Credential, a candidate must: 

(a)
Have earned a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution of higher education;

(b)
Have successfully completed a preparation program for teachers approved by the OSSE in accordance with subsection 1601.11 this chapter or by another state and recognized by the OSSE;

(c)
Have successfully completed the Praxis I, Pre Professional Skills Test or other nationally recognized test as may be designated by the State Superintendent of Education, with a qualifying score determined by the State Superintendent of Education or met an equivalency score determined by the State Superintendent of Education on the SAT, ACT or GRE; and

(d)
Have where applicable, successfully completed the appropriate Praxis II Content and Pedagogy examinations, or other nationally recognized test as may be designated by the State Superintendent of Education, with a qualifying score determined by the State Superintendent of Education.

1601.6
Transitional Teaching Credential. At the written request of a local education agency (LE(A) located in the District of Columbia, the State Superintendent of Education may issue a one-year non-renewable Transitional Teaching Credential to a candidate if the candidate was never employed as a teacher by the District of Columbia Public Schools and has earned a bachelor’s degree from an accredited institution of higher education and either the candidate’s academic major qualifies the individual to teach in the content area in which the teacher shall practice, or the candidate completed a state-approved teacher preparation program. This Transitional Teaching Credential also includes qualifying candidates who hold a valid teaching license from another state or jurisdiction within the United States of America, and have not taken the examinations required for a Regular II Teaching Credential.

1601.7
The terms and renewal requirements for the Regular I and Regular II teaching credentials shall be as follows:

(a)
The term of the Regular I Teaching Credential shall be two calendar years from the date of issuance, unless a shorter term is prescribed by the State Superintendent of Education. The Regular I Teaching Credential is not renewable.
(b)
The term of the Regular II Teaching Credential shall be four calendar years from the date of issuance, and in the case of a Regular II Teaching Credential upgraded from a Regular I Teaching Credential, in accordance with the requirements of subsection 1601.4, for a term of two calendar years, unless a shorter term is prescribed by the State Superintendent of Education.

(c)
The Regular II Teaching Credential is renewable upon completion of six semester hours of coursework from an accredited institution of higher education; or 90 clock hours documenting professional development activities; or a combination thereof, one semester hour being equivalent to 15 clock hours, that contribute to performance and effectiveness as a teacher.

(d)
The Regular II License will become non renewable upon development and promulgation of final regulations for an Advanced Teaching Credential described in subsection 1601.9.

1601.8
All Teaching Credentials current as of the effective date of final adoption of this regulation shall remain in effect until the expiration date for each license.

1601.9
The Advanced Teaching Credential. The State Superintendent of Education shall consider the development and promulgation of further regulations creating a new Advanced Teaching Credential that would require a candidate to demonstrate effectiveness to continue teaching in a District of Columbia Public School. Any effectiveness regulation will be developed using expert research and will be proposed and published for public comment prior to any final adoption.

1601.10
Substitute Teaching Credential. Applicants must have completed a Bachelor’s degree at an accredited institution of higher education to qualify for a substitute teaching credential. The substitute teaching credential is valid for two years from the date of issuance.

1601.11
The State Superintendent of Education shall develop policies or directives setting forth objective and verifiable standards for the approval, renewal, and revocation of approval by the OSSE of teacher preparation and practicing teacher programs in the District of Columbia that qualify candidates to earn a Regular Teaching Credential pursuant to subsections 1601.3, 1601.4 or 1601.5 of this chapter and for purposes of interstate reciprocity.

(a)
Only programs sponsored by an accredited institution of higher education, a non-profit organization, or LEA may be considered for approval pursuant to this subsection by the OSSE.
(b)
Any approval granted by the OSSE pursuant to this subsection, shall specify the objective and verifiable standards that must be successfully completed to qualify a candidate for the Regular Teaching Credential pursuant to subsections 1601.3, 1601.4 or 1601.5 of this chapter.

(c)
Any such programs in existence as of the date of the final approval of this regulation, shall maintain their qualified status pursuant to this subsection, for the duration of the term of their current approval as a qualified program. Programs approved by other states and recognized by the OSSE may also qualify candidates to earn a Regular II Teaching Credential.

(d)
Each application for the approval of a teacher preparation or practicing teacher program located in the District of Columbia under this Section shall at a minimum include industry recognized standards in child development, classroom management, and content knowledge.

1601.12
Each candidate for a Teaching Credential shall be required to undergo a criminal history record check prior to receiving the Credential, and may be required to submit to additional checks for purposes of renewing or continuing to hold the credential.

(a)
The State Superintendent of Education shall develop policies or directives setting forth objective and verifiable criteria for the review of such records in accordance with appropriate law.

(b)
Only criminal convictions and pending charges shall be taken into account with regard to criminal background information in determining whether or not an individual is qualified to hold the credential.

1601.13
To receive an endorsement in individual subject matter areas enumerated in Sections 1602 through Section 1665 of this chapter, a candidate must have a valid Regular II credential, successfully completed Praxis II Pedagogy examination, where applicable, or other nationally recognized tests, as designated by the State Superintendent of Education and one of the following:

(a)
Successful completion of the Praxis II Content exam; or
(b)
Meet the requirements for the subject matter area in Sections 1602 through Section 1665 of this chapter; or

(c)
Successful completion of an academic major or major equivalent of thirty semester hours of course work from an accredited institution of higher education in a given subject matter.

(d)
This section shall not apply to licenses requiring advanced degrees in Sections 1634; 1656; 1657; 1658; 1659; 1660; 1662; and Section 1663 of this chapter.

1601.14
Each application for a credential submitted to the OSSE for processing under Chapter 16 shall be accompanied by a fee established by the State Superintendent of Education.

(a)
The State Superintendent of Education shall determine the amount of revenue that shall be required to administer the teacher credentialing process, and shall establish an application processing fee in the amount deemed necessary for such purposes;

(b)
All revenue collected by the State Superintendent of Education under this subsection for the processing of Credentials shall be deposited in the Office of the State Superintendent of Education “Academic Certification and Testing Fund,” which shall be separate from the Local Operating Funds of the District of Columbia. This State Fund does not revert to the General Fund Balance of the District of Columbia at the end of any fiscal year or at any other time, and is continually available for the uses and purposes set forth in this Chapter, subject to Congressional authorization.

(c)
All revenue collected by the OSSE under this subsection for the processing of a Teaching Credential shall be continuously available for the uses and purposes directly related to credentialing activities, including, but not limited to:

(1)
Travel;

(2)
Professional training;

(3)
Meetings;

(4)
Stipends;

(5)
Honorariums;

(6)
Professional organization membership dues;

(7)
Day-to-day office operational needs;

(8)
Salaries of individuals who perform, manage, monitor or oversee the processing of credentials; and 

(9)
The maintenance of credentialing program records.

(d)
Fees shall be payable to the D.C. Treasurer by money order, certified check, cashiers check or electronic payment.

(e)
Teacher Credentialing Fee Schedule:

(1)
Initial Certification      $ 50.00

(2)
Duplicate Certificates    $ 20.00

(3)
Renewal Certification    $ 50.00

(4)
Substitute Certification   $ 50.00

1601.15
Interstate Agreement on Qualification of Educational Personnel. At the direction of the State Superintendent of Education, periodic reviews shall be conducted to determine whether any state has established teacher preparation standards that are at least comparable and equivalent to teacher preparation standards in the District of Columbia;

(a)
When the State Superintendent of Education determines that the teacher preparation standards established by any state are at least comparable and equivalent to teacher preparation standards in the District of Columbia, the State Superintendent of Education shall initiate negotiations with that state to provide reciprocity in teacher or educator credentialing;

(b)
The State Superintendent of Education shall award a credential to any applicant who holds or qualifies for an equivalent credential awarded by a state that has established a reciprocity agreement with the District of Columbia pursuant to subsection (a);

(c)
The State Superintendent of Education shall grant an appropriate credential to any applicant from another state that has completed teacher preparation that is at least comparable and equivalent to preparation that meets teacher preparation standards in the District of Columbia, as determined by the OSSE, if both of the following circumstances exist:

(1)
A reciprocity agreement with the other states is pending completion, or the other state has declined to enter into a reciprocity agreement with the District of Columbia;

(2)
The applicant has met the requirements of the District of Columbia for obtaining a certificate of eligibility in accordance with this Section; and

(d)
No reciprocity agreement establishment pursuant to subsection 1601.15 ((b)
shall exempt an out-of-state applicant from being required to submit to, and or comply with a background or criminal history record check, in conjunction with obtaining a license under this chapter.

1601.16
The procedures for entering and executing "Interstate Agreements" shall be established by the State Superintendent of Education, or his or her designee.
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