District of Columbia Municipal Regulations


3706
income contingent Program for hazardous tree Removal 
3706.1             The owner of a single-family dwelling in the District of Columbia that receives a homestead deduction on the single-family dwelling from the District of Columbia Office of Tax and Revenue may apply to the Department on an application provided by the Department for assistance with the removal of a hazardous tree on the owner’s private property on which the single-family dwelling is located or on the public parking area abutting the owner’s private property.  

 

3706.2             To be eligible for hazardous tree removal assistance, the owner must meet the income eligibility requirements of, and provide evidence of enrollment in, an income-contingent District government assistance program.  

 

3706.3            Within thirty (30) calendar days of the Department’s receipt of a complete application submitted by the owner pursuant to § 3706.1, an Urban Forestry Administration arborist, with the consent of the owner, shall inspect the tree to determine whether the tree is a hazardous tree.  

3706.4
If, during the inspection, the Urban Forestry Administration arborist determines that the tree is not a hazardous tree, the Department shall notify the owner within fifteen (15) calendar days of the inspection explaining the determination.

3706.5
If the Urban Forestry Administration arborist determines that the tree is a hazardous tree, the Urban Forestry Administration may remove any or all of the hazardous tree, at the sole discretion of the Urban Forestry Administration.  The Department shall provide notice to the owner of the hazardous tree of the date of removal of any or all of the hazardous tree.  Removal of any or all of the hazardous tree shall be completed by the Urban Forestry Administration within thirty (30) calendar days’ notice of removal to the owner.  Removal of any or all of the hazardous tree shall be completed within one-hundred twenty (120) calendar days of the date of the inspection.  

3706.6
The Department shall not be responsible for the removal of any part of the hazardous tree that cannot be safely accessed by tree removal equipment or personnel in the sole discretion of the Urban Forestry Administration. The Department shall not be responsible for removing any hazardous tree debris from the owner’s private property or the abutting public parking when the hazardous tree debris cannot be safely removed in the sole discretion of the Urban Forestry Administration.    

3706.7
The owner shall hold harmless the District of Columbia and its officers, employees, and agents for any loss or damage to persons or property arising out of or in any way related to the Department’s activities contemplated under this section. 

3706.8
Funding in a fiscal year from the Tree Fund for the income-contingent program for hazardous tree removal shall be predicated on the availability of funds in the Tree Fund, and shall be limited to fifteen percent (15%) of the ending balance of the Tree Fund from the prior fiscal year.  
3706.9
When used in this section, the following terms and phrases shall have the meanings ascribed below:

Department – the District Department of Transportation.

Fiscal Year – a twelve (12) month period beginning on October 1 and ending on the following September 30.

Owner – the owner of a single-family dwelling in the District of Columbia who receives a homestead deduction on the single-family dwelling from the District of Columbia Office of Tax and Revenue.

Single-family dwelling – a structure housing one family or household.

SOURCE: Final Rulemaking published at 57 DCR 132 (January 1, 2010).
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