District of Columbia Municipal Regulations


157 REQUIREMENTS FOR A CHILD DEVELOPMENT FACILITY DURING SWIMMING AND WATER PLAY
1.1 A Licensee shall maintain constant and active supervision when any child is in or around water. 

1.2 Before an enrolled child may be permitted to swim or otherwise participate in any activity taking place in water one (1) or more feet in depth, the Licensee shall obtain written permission from the child’s parent(s) or guardian(s). The written permission shall be signed, dated, and include the following:
(a) The child’s name;
(b) A statement indicating whether the child is a swimmer or a non-swimmer; and
(c) A statement indicating that the parent(s) or guardian(s) grants permission for the child to participate in water activities.
1.3 A Licensee shall ensure the inaccessibility of pools, including swimming pools, fixed-in-place wading pools, hot tubs, spas, fish ponds, or similar bodies of water by using a pool cover or by surrounding the pool with a fence.  If a Facility premises contains a swimming pool or other body of water without a cover, the Licensee must enclose the pool or body of water behind a secure fence that is at least four feet (4 ft.) in height.  A Licensee shall ensure that the pool or body of water is inaccessible to children at all times, unless qualified adults are present and supervising the children.

1.4 Exit and entrance points to pools or bodies of water shall have self-closing, positive latching gates with locking devices a minimum of fifty-five (55) inches from the ground.

1.5 If a Facility chooses to utilize one (1) or more wading pools, the Licensee shall ensure that such pools are cleaned, emptied, and drained daily, and stored in a location that is inaccessible to the enrolled children unless qualified adults are present and supervising the children.
1.6 A Licensee shall ensure that any swimming site utilized by the Facility that is at a location other than at the Facility’s premises is a public site, approved of and regulated by the appropriate local authorities.
1.7 A Licensee shall ensure that children are swimming or playing in water, including baby pools, wading pools, and full-depth pools are supervised by at least one (1) adult, who is currently certified as a Lifeguard or Water Safety Instructor by the American Red Cross or by an equivalent water safety instruction and testing program, for every six (6) children.
1.8 A Licensee shall ensure when children are swimming or playing in water, including baby pools, wading pools, and full-depth pools, the Licensee shall maintain the following adult-to-child ratios, in addition to complying with the water safety requirements as provided in this chapter:

	AGE OF CHILDREN
	ADULT-TO-CHILD 

RATIO

	0 - 36 months
	1:1

	3 - 4 years
	1:4

	5 - 6 years
	1:6

	7 -10 years
	1:6

	11 years and older
	1:6


1.9 A Licensee shall ensure that when communal water tables are used: 

(a) At least one (1) adult for every six (6) children shall be certified in pediatric First Aid and CPR and in attendance. Adult-to-child ratios as set forth in Section 121 shall be maintained;
(b) Water tables are filled with fresh water immediately before a designated group of children begin a water play activity at the table; 
(c) The basin and toys are washed and sanitized daily;
(d) Only children without cuts, scratches, and sores on their hands are permitted to use the communal water play table;
(e) Children wash their hands before and after use of  the communal water play table;
(f) No child is permitted to drink water from the water play table;
(g) Floor and surface areas under and around the water play table are dried during and after play; and
(h) Bottles, cups, and glasses are not used during water play.

SOURCE:  Final Rulemaking at 63 DCR 14640 (December 2, 2016).
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