District of Columbia Municipal Regulations


1810
WELL CONSTRUCTION REQUIREMENTS: SITING

1810.1
A well shall be constructed so that it is accessible for cleaning, treatment, repair, testing, inspection, abandonment, and any other work that may be necessary.  

1810.2
A well shall not be constructed within or under any building other than a separate structure constructed specifically for the housing of pumping equipment, unless otherwise approved in writing by the Department and specifically noted in the approved well construction work plan.  

1810.3
A well housed in a separate structure in accordance with § 1810.2 shall be properly marked to indicate the category of the well and the well registration number.

1810.4
Except as provided by § 1810.5, buildings or other structures shall not be constructed on top of a registered and permitted well, unless the well has been abandoned in accordance with §§ 1830 and 1831, or unless otherwise approved by the Department.

1810.5
Buildings or other structures may be constructed on top of ground source heat pump wells, provided that adequate access is available to the loops to allow attachment to the building headers and for well operation, repair, maintenance, and abandonment.  

1810.6
A well shall not be constructed or maintained in a manner that interferes with or damages any pre-existing subsurface structures, including utility lines, long-term combined sewer control shafts, diversion structures, diversion sewers, diversion tunnels, and Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) transit tunnels.  

1810.7
A well sited within the one hundred (100)-year floodplain or a low-lying area prone to flooding shall be constructed in accordance with § 1820.2.

1810.8
A well shall be located a minimum of twenty-five feet (25 ft.) from the mean high watermark of waters of the District or waters of the United States of America and a minimum of twenty-five feet (25 ft.) from a wetland, unless authorized in writing by the Department. 

1810.9
A domestic supply well shall be sited a minimum of one hundred feet (100 ft.) from a recognized environmental condition. 

1810.10
A closed-loop ground source heat pump well shall be sited in accordance with the following standards:

(a)
A closed-loop ground source heat pump well shall not be constructed within five hundred feet (500 ft.) of a recognized environmental condition without prior written approval of the Department; 

(b)
A closed-loop ground source heat pump well shall be located at least twenty-five feet (25 ft.) away from a water supply well;   

(c)
A closed-loop ground source heat pump well with a capacity of two (2) tons or less shall be sited a minimum of eight feet (8 ft.) from the property boundary;

(d)
A closed-loop ground source heat pump well with a capacity greater than two (2) tons, but less than or equal to four (4), tons shall be sited a minimum of ten feet (10 ft.) from the property boundary; and

(e)
A closed-loop ground source heat pump well with a capacity greater than four (4) tons or a commercial closed-loop ground source heat pump system shall be sited a minimum of ten feet (10 ft.) from the property boundary, and the permissible distance from the boundary shall be definitively determined based on the following criteria: 

(1)
The geology, topography, hydrology, hydrogeology, and hydraulics of the area of interest; 

(2)
The design of the closed-loop ground source heat pump system; 

(3)
The closed-loop ground source heat pump system’s heating and cooling capacity; 

(4)
The closed-loop ground source heat pump system’s proximity to other ground source heat pump wells; and 

(5)
The closed-loop ground source heat pump system’s proximity to property boundaries.

1810.11
If a proposed closed-loop ground source heat pump well does not meet the siting criteria outlined in § 1810.10, the well owner may submit a request to the Department for a special compliance standard in accordance with the requirements of §§ 1803.10 and 1803.11.
Source: Final Rulemaking published at 63 DCR 13424 (October 28, 2016).
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