District of Columbia Municipal Regulations


717

DUCTS AND AIR TRANSFER OPENINGS

Strike Section 717.5.3 of the International Building Code in its entirety and insert new Section 717.5.3 in the Building Code in its place to read as follows:

717.5.3 Shaft enclosures.  Shaft enclosures that are permitted to be penetrated by ducts and air transfer openings shall be protected with listed fire and smoke dampers installed in accordance with their listing.

Exceptions:

1. Fire and smoke dampers are not required at penetrations of exhaust shafts where steel exhaust subducts extend not less than 22 inches (559 mm) vertically in exhaust shafts provided there is a continuous airflow upward to the outside and the fan is provided with backup standby power.
2. Fire dampers are not required where penetrations are tested in accordance with ASTM E119 or UL 263 as part of the fire-resistance-rated assembly. Fire and smoke dampers are not required where ducts are used as part of an approved smoke control system in accordance with Section 909. 


3. Fire and smoke dampers are not required where the penetrations are in dedicated parking garage exhaust or supply shafts that are separated from other building shafts by not less than 2-hour fire-resistance-rated construction.

Smoke dampers are not required at penetrations of shafts where the building is equipped throughout with an automatic sprinkler system in accordance with Section 903.3.1.1 or 903.3.1.2. 

4. Fire dampers and combination fire/smoke dampers are not required in kitchen and clothes dryer exhaust systems when installed in accordance with the International Mechanical Code.

SOURCE: Final Rulemaking published at 67 DCR 5690 (May 29, 2020 – Part 2).
The District of Columbia Building Code (2017), referred to as the “Building Code,” consists of the 2015 edition of the International Building Code (International Building Code), published by the International Code Council (ICC), as amended by the Building Code Supplement of 2017 (12-A DCMR). The International Building Code is copyrighted by the ICC and therefore is not republished here. However, a copy of the text may be obtained at: https://codes.iccsafe.org/public/document/IBC2015.
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