District of Columbia Municipal Regulations


513
ELECTION PROCEDURES: MAIL BALLOTS

513.1
Taking into consideration the desires of the parties, the Executive Director may direct an election to be conducted by mail when the schedules, shifts, or work sites of employees prevent them from being present at a common location at common times.
513.2
Unless otherwise agreed to by the parties and approved by the Board, the procedures in this section apply to an election conducted by mail ballot.

513.3
When an election is conducted by mail, the agency must, at least fourteen (14) days before the date of the election, provide to the Board a copy of the employee list in the form of mailing labels or in a format in which the information can be readily transferred to mailing labels. The list must distinguish between professional and nonprofessional employees. 

513.4
The agent of the Board or other impartial body must mail each eligible voter a packet containing a ballot, ballot envelope, pre-addressed stamped return envelope, and instructions.

513.5
The instructions must advise the voter to mark the ballot with an (X) or a (√) in the circle or block designating a choice in the election without identifying marks, place the ballot in the ballot envelope, seal the ballot envelope, place the ballot envelope in the return envelope, seal the return envelope, sign the return envelope, and mail the return envelope to the designated post office box or address provided in the instructions. The instructions must also advise the voter of the date by which envelopes must be received. Ballots not returned by U.S. mail will not be accepted.

513.6
When the election includes a vote on a combined professional/nonprofessional unit, the agent of the Board or other impartial body must mail the professional and nonprofessional employees separate ballots and ballot envelopes for unit preference and for choice of representative. The instructions must advise these voters to mark the ballots separately, to place them in their respective ballot envelopes, and to place both ballot envelopes in the return envelopes.

513.7
The parties may designate an equal number of representatives, as set by the Board, to observe the tallying of the ballots. The ballots will be tallied on a date and location set by the Board.

513.8
Ballots must remain unopened and be kept in the custody of the agent of the Board or other impartial body until the date set for tallying. On the date set for tallying, the representatives and the Agent may challenge any ballots before the opening of the return envelopes.

513.9
Only ballots received prior to the tally will be counted.

513.10
Challenged ballots must be handled in accordance with § 511.6.

513.11
All ballots that have not been challenged must be separated from their return envelopes and commingled before tallying. The ballots will be tallied in accordance with § 514.

SOURCE: Final Rulemaking published at 37 DCR 5267 (August 10, 1990); as amended by Final Rulemaking published at 62 DCR 12688 (September 25, 2015); as amended by Final Rulemaking published at 67 DCR 4508 (April 24, 2020).
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