District of Columbia Municipal Regulations


2102
LAND USE
2102.1
Statistics on existing land use are estimated from current lot-by-lot property tax data together with additional information on housing units, employment, District and federal land ownership, parks, roads, water bodies, etc. They are not comparable to the statistics included in the 2006 plan that were based on a much simpler method. Even large differences between the older and newer statistics may reflect differences in the modeling approaches used a decade apart and not actual changes in land use. 2102.1 Land use statistics for Near Northwest appear in Figure 21.1. Near Northwest comprises about 2,501 acres, including 248 acres of water and about 2,253 acres of land. This represents about 5.7 percent of the District’s land area. 

2102.2
Street rights-of-way occupy more land than any other use in the Planning Area, representing about one-third of the total acreage. This is slightly higher than in other parts of Washington, DC due to the fact that a rigorous street grid and the broad avenues of the L’Enfant Plan are predominant in this area, reserving a larger percentage of the land to street right-of-way compared to more suburban areas of the District, where winding roadways, cul-de-sacs, and larger lot sizes are more common. 

2102.3
Residential uses occupy 27.4 percent of the total land area. Of the residential acreage, about 30 percent consists of mid- to high-rise apartments, and about 55 percent consists of row houses. The remaining 15 percent consists of single-family detached or semi-detached homes. High-density housing is concentrated along the Connecticut Avenue, Massachusetts Avenue, and 16th Street corridors NW. 

2102.4
Recreation and open space make up 19.6 percent of the Planning Area, slightly below the citywide average. Most of the open space is associated with Rock Creek Park and Roosevelt Island. Other significant open spaces include the historic Dupont, Logan , Washington Circles, and the waterfront by Georgetown. There are three recreation centers: Georgetown Recreation Center, Stead Park in Dupont Circle, and Kennedy Recreation Center in Shaw. Other park areas have active recreation facilities, including athletic fields, swimming pools, and ball courts. Small playgrounds and triangle parks are located in all parts of the area. 

2102.5
Commercial and institutional uses represent a much larger share of the Planning Area than they do in Washington, DC as a whole. Collectively, they represent 17.7 percent of the Planning Area compared to 10 percent District-wide. The most significant retail areas are along linear corridors such as Wisconsin Avenue and M Street, Connecticut Avenue, and 14th Street NW. Institutional uses, including Georgetown University and GW, comprise 8.5 percent of the Planning Area. 

2102.6
Figure 21.1: Land Use Composition in Near Northwest
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2102.7
The Planning Area has very little federal land other than its parks and about 41.1 acres of local public facilities (primarily schools). Only about 42.2 acres of the Planning Area consist of vacant private land, and most of this land is committed to future development projects. Only 0.3 percent of the area is set aside as industrial land. 

SOURCE: District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984, effective April 10, 1984 (D.C. Law 5-76; 31 DCR 1049 (March 9, 1984)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984 Land Use Element Amendment Act of 1984, effective March 16, 1985 (D.C. Law 5-187; 32 DCR 873 (February 15, 1985)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Amendments Act of 1989, effective May 23, 1990 (D.C. Law 8-129; 37 DCR 55 (January 5, 1990)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Amendments Act of 1989 NCPC-Recommended Amendments, and Closing of Public Alleys in Square 669, S.O. 88-452, Act of 1990, effective May 23, 1990 (D.C. Law 8-132; 37 DCR 2213 (April 6, 1990)); as amended by District Government Land Use Temporary Amendment Act of 1994, effective October 1, 1994 (D.C. Law 10-190; 41 DCR 5360 (August 12, 1994)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendments Act of 1994, effective October 6, 1994 (D.C. Law 10-193; 41 DCR 5536 (August 19, 1994)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984 Land Use Amendment Act of 1994, effective March 21, 1995 (D.C. Law 10-235; 42 DCR 30 (January 6, 1995)); as amended by Technical Amendments Act of 1996, effective April 18, 1996 (D.C. Law 11-110; 43 DCR 530 (February 9, 1996)); as amended by Second Technical Amendments Act of 1996, effective April 9, 1997 (D.C. Law 11-255; 44 DCR 1271 (March 7, 1997)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 1998, effective April 27, 1999 (D.C. Law 12-275; 46 DCR 1441 (February 19, 1999)); as amended by Technical Amendments Act of 1999, effective April 12, 2000 (D.C. Law 13-91; 47 DCR 520 (January 28, 2000)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2006, effective March 8, 2007 (D.C. Law 16-300; 54 DCR 924 (February 2, 2007)); as amended by Technical Amendments Act of 2008, effective March 25, 2009 (D.C. Law 17-353; 56 DCR 1117 (February 6, 2009)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2010, effective April 8, 2011 (D.C. Law 18-361; 58 DCR 908 (February 4, 2011)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2021, effective August 21, 2021 (D.C. Law 24-20; 68 DCR 006918 (July 16, 2021)).
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