District of Columbia Municipal Regulations


4008
TECHNICAL REQUIREMENTS

4008.1
Unless one or more of the listed standards are waived by the EDC, a Small Generator Facility must comply with the technical standards listed in Subsection 4002.1, as applicable.

4008.2
When an Interconnection Request is for a Small Generator Facility that includes multiple energy production devices at a site for which the Interconnection Customer seeks a single Point of Common Coupling, the Interconnection Request shall be evaluated on the basis of the aggregate Nameplate Capacity of multiple devices.

4008.3
When an Interconnection Request is for an increase in capacity for an existing Small Generator Facility, the Interconnection Request shall be evaluated on the basis of the new total Nameplate Capacity of the Small Generator Facility.

4008.4
The EDC shall maintain records of the following for a minimum of three (3) years:

(a)
The total number and the Nameplate Capacity of the Interconnection Requests received, approved, and denied under Level 1, Level 2, Level 3, and Level 4 reviews;

(b)
The number of Interconnection Requests that were not processed within the timelines established in this rule; 

(c)
The number of Scoping Meetings held and the number of feasibility studies, impact studies, and Facility Studies performed, and the fees charged for these studies; 

(d)
The justifications for the actions taken to deny Interconnection Requests; and

(e)
Any special operating requirements required in Interconnection Agreements that are not part of the EDC’s written and published operating procedures applicable to Small Generator Facilities.

4008.5 
The EDC shall provide a report to the Commission containing the information required in Subsection 4008.4, paragraphs (a)-(e) within ninety (90) calendar days of the close of each year.

(a)
The EDC shall include the estimated total amount of renewable energy credits to be obtained from solar energy systems meeting the requirements of D.C. Official Code § 34-1432 (e)(1) for which interconnection requests have been submitted in the previous six (6) months in its Quarterly Interconnection Report filed in accordance with Commission Order No. 18575.

(b)
The EDC shall provide a public and confidential list of final interconnection approvals for renewable generators (name, address, capacity (DC and AC), and system type) on the 15th of each month, for the previous month’s interconnections.

4008.6
The EDC shall designate a contact person and provide the designee’s contact information on its website. The EDC shall also provide the Commission’s website for submission of all Interconnection Requests and from whom information on the Interconnection Request process and the EDC’s Electric Distribution System can be obtained regarding a proposed project. The information shall include studies and other materials useful to understand the feasibility of interconnecting a Small Generator Facility at a particular point on the EDC’s Electric Distribution System, except to the extent that providing the materials would violate security requirements or confidentiality agreements, or would otherwise be contrary to District or federal law/regulations.  In appropriate circumstances, the EDC may require a confidentiality agreement prior to release of information.

4008.7
When an Interconnection Request is deemed complete, a modification other than a minor equipment modification that is not agreed to in writing by the EDC, shall require submission of a new Interconnection Request.

4008.8
When an Interconnection Customer is not currently a customer of the EDC at the proposed site, the Interconnection Customer, upon request from the EDC, shall provide proof of site control evidenced by a property tax bill, deed, lease agreement, or other legally binding contract.

4008.9
To minimize the cost of interconnecting multiple Small Generator Facilities, the EDC or the Interconnection Customer may propose a single Point of Common Coupling for multiple Small Generator Facilities located at a single site.  If the Interconnection Customer rejects the EDC’s proposal for a single Point of Common Coupling, the Interconnection Customer shall pay the additional cost, if any, of providing a separate Point of Common Coupling for each Small Generator Facility.  If the EDC rejects the customer’s proposal for a single Point of Common Coupling without providing a written technical explanation, the EDC shall pay the additional cost, if any, of providing a separate Point of Common Coupling for each Small Generator Facility.

4008.10
Small Generator Facilities shall be capable of being isolated from the EDC.  For all Small Generator Facilities interconnecting to a Primary Line, the isolation shall be by means of a lockable, visible-break isolation device accessible by the EDC.  For all Small Generator Facilities interconnecting to a Secondary Line, the isolation shall be by means of a lockable isolation device whose status is clearly indicated and is accessible by the EDC.  The isolation device shall be installed, owned and maintained by the owner of the Small Generator Facility and located between the Small Generator Facility and the Point of Common Coupling.  A Draw-out Type Circuit Breaker with a provision for padlocking at the draw-out position can be considered an isolation device for purposes of this requirement.

4008.11
The Interconnection Customer may elect to provide the EDC access to an isolation device that is contained in a building or area that may be unoccupied and locked or not otherwise readily accessible to the EDC, by installing a lockbox provided by the EDC that shall provide ready access to the isolation device.  The Interconnection Customer shall install the lockbox in a location that is readily accessible by the EDC, and the Interconnection Customer shall permit the EDC to affix a placard in a location of its choosing that provides clear instructions to the EDC’s operating personnel on access to the isolation device.  In the event that the Interconnection Customer fails to comply with the terms of this subsection and the EDC needs to gain access to the isolation device, the EDC shall not be held liable for any damages resulting from any necessary EDC action to isolate the Interconnection Customer.

4008.12
Any metering necessitated by a Small Generator Facility interconnection shall be installed, operated, and maintained in accordance with applicable tariffs.  Any such metering requirements shall be clearly identified as part of the Interconnection Agreement executed by the Interconnection Customer and the EDC.  The EDC is not responsible for installing, operating, or maintaining customer-owned meters.

4008.13
[RESERVED]
4008.14
[RESERVED]

4008.15
The Interconnection Customer shall design its Small Generator Facility to maintain a composite power delivery at continuous rated power output at the Point of Common Coupling at a power factor within the power factor range required by the EDC’s applicable tariff for a comparable load customer.  The EDC may also require the Interconnection Customer to follow a voltage or VAR schedule if such schedules are applicable to similarly situated generators in the control area on a comparable basis and have been approved by the Commission.  The specific requirements for meeting a voltage or VAR schedule shall be clearly specified in Attachment 3 of the “District of Columbia Small Generator Interconnection Rule Level 2-4 Standard Agreement for Interconnection of Small Generator Facilities”.  Under no circumstance shall these additional requirements for reactive power or voltage support exceed the normal operating capabilities of the Small Generator Facility.

4008.16
For retail interconnection non-exporting Energy Storage devices, the load aspects of the storage devices will be treated the same as other load from customers, based on incremental net load.

4008.17
Interconnection of Energy Storage facilities should comply with IEEE Standard 1547 technical & test specifications and requirements.

4008.18
The Energy Storage overcurrent protection (charge/discharge) ratings from inverter nameplate shall not exceed EDC capabilities.

4008.19
In front of the meter Energy Storage exporting systems will be subject to Level 4 review requirements.

4008.20 
When a Microgrid reconnects to the EDC, the Microgrid must be synchronized to the grid, matching: (1) voltage, (2) frequency, and (3) phase angle.  This should require an asynchronous interconnection.

4008.21
At all interconnection levels, the power conversion system performing energy conversion/control at the Point of Common Coupling must be equipped to communicate system characteristics over secured EDC protocol.

4008.22
Inverters shall meet the safety requirements of UL 1741 and 12 months after the publication of UL 1741 SA (Supplement A) utility-interactive inverters shall meet the specifications of UL 1741 SA.

SOURCE: Final Rulemaking published at 56 DCR 1415 (February 13, 2009); as amended by Final Rulemaking published at 66 DCR 01132 (January 25, 2019); as amended by Final Rulemaking published at 68 DCR 8244 (August 20, 2021).
� 	The PJM Manual, PJM Manual 14G, “Generation Interconnection Requests” Attachment C, which is available at: https://www.pjm.com/-/media/documents/manuals/m14g.ashx, shall be used as a guide (but not a requirement) to detail and illustrate the interconnection protection requirements that are provided in IEEE Standard 1547.
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