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LEGISLATIVE FOUNDATION
102.1
The District Charter vests the mayor with the authority to initiate, develop, and submit a Comprehensive Plan to the DC Council, as well as the power to propose amendments following the Comprehensive Plan’s adoption (87 Stat. 792, Pub. L. 93-198, title IV, § 423 (DC Official Code § 1-204.23). The DC Council adopts the Comprehensive Plan, subject to the approval of the mayor and review by the NCPC and Congress.
102.2
From 1985 to 2005, a Comprehensive Plan drafted in the early 1980s governed land use decisions in the District. By the early 2000s, it was becoming clear that the Comprehensive Plan was out of date. The future—as envisioned by the plan— was already history.
102.3   
In 2004, the mayor and DC Council agreed to move ahead with a major revision of the Comprehensive Plan, rather than starting another round of piecemeal amendments. It was time for an in-depth analysis of existing conditions and trends, and a fresh look at the District’s future. In 2011, the District adopted a minor amendment to the 2006 Comprehensive Plan, consisting primarily of technical corrections and a limited number of policy updates. In 2016, the OP launched a second amendment to the 2006 Comprehensive Plan. While not a full update of the Comprehensive Plan, the changes are substantive and constitute a major revision.
102.4 
Since the 2006 Comprehensive Plan was adopted, the District has experienced significant population and revenue growth. While the 2006 Comprehensive Plan anticipated growth, such growth occurred at a much faster pace than expected. The second amendment process also addresses new challenges that have arisen since the adoption of the 2006 Comprehensive Plan. Having a visionary and current Comprehensive Plan is critical to the District’s long-term success.
102.5
Section 1-301.62 of the DC Code states that: “(t)he purposes of the District Elements of the Comprehensive Plan for the National Capital are to:
· Define the requirements and aspirations of District residents, and accordingly influence social, economic, and physical development;

· Guide executive and legislative decisions on matters affecting the District and its citizens;

· Promote economic growth and jobs for District residents;

· Guide private and public development in order to achieve District and

community goals;

· Maintain and enhance the natural and architectural assets of the District; and

· Assist in the conservation, stabilization, and improvement of each neighborhood and community in the District.”
102.6 
The District Charter broadly defines the plan’s scope. Section 1-204.23 states that the Comprehensive Plan may include land use elements, urban renewal and redevelopment elements, a multi-year program of municipal public works for the District, and physical, social, economic, transportation, and population elements.
102.7
The DC Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984 (DC Law 5-76, § 7 (as amended); DC Official Code (§ 1-306.02) also specifies that the Land Use Element include a generalized land use map or a series of maps representing the land use policies set forth in the Land Use Element.
SOURCE: District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984, effective April 10, 1984 (D.C. Law 5-76; 31 DCR 1049 (March 9, 1984)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984 Land Use Element Amendment Act of 1984, effective March 16, 1985 (D.C. Law 5-187; 32 DCR 873 (February 15, 1985)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Amendments Act of 1989, effective May 23, 1990 (D.C. Law 8-129; 37 DCR 55 (January 5, 1990)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Amendments Act of 1989 NCPC-Recommended Amendments, and Closing of Public Alleys in Square 669, S.O. 88-452, Act of 1990, effective May 23, 1990 (D.C. Law 8-132; 37 DCR 2213 (April 6, 1990)); as amended by District Government Land Use Temporary Amendment Act of 1994, effective October 1, 1994 (D.C. Law 10-190; 41 DCR 5360 (August 12, 1994)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendments Act of 1994, effective October 6, 1994 (D.C. Law 10-193; 41 DCR 5536 (August 19, 1994)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984 Land Use Amendment Act of 1994, effective March 21, 1995 (D.C. Law 10-235; 42 DCR 30 (January 6, 1995)); as amended by Technical Amendments Act of 1996, effective April 18, 1996 (D.C. Law 11-110; 43 DCR 530 (February 9, 1996)); as amended by Second Technical Amendments Act of 1996, effective April 9, 1997 (D.C. Law 11-255; 44 DCR 1271 (March 7, 1997)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 1998, effective April 27, 1999 (D.C. Law 12-275; 46 DCR 1441 (February 19, 1999)); as amended by Technical Amendments Act of 1999, effective April 12, 2000 (D.C. Law 13-91; 47 DCR 520 (January 28, 2000)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2006, effective March 8, 2007 (D.C. Law 16-300; 54 DCR 924 (February 2, 2007)); as amended by Technical Amendments Act of 2008, effective March 25, 2009 (D.C. Law 17-353; 56 DCR 1117 (February 6, 2009)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2010, effective April 8, 2011 (D.C. Law 18-361; 58 DCR 908 (February 4, 2011)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2021, effective August 21, 2021 (D.C. Law 24-20; 68 DCR 006918 (July 16, 2021)).
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