District of Columbia Municipal Regulations


616
E-4.2 PROMOTING GREEN BUILDING
616.1
Green building standards are well-established as a means of growing more sustainably. The LEED rating system, established by the Green Building Council, establishes varying levels of certification for green buildings based on the degree to which they mitigate the pollution created during building construction, as well as the long-term effects resulting from building operation. Building Research Establishment Environmental Assessment Method (BREEAM®) is another internationally recognized certification system for sustainable performance in planning, design, construction, operation, and refurbishment; several other certifications also exist. Typical green building strategies include the use of light-colored paving materials to reduce heat build-up, recycled building materials, and energy-conserving windows and insulation methods. Green buildings are also designed to avoid indoor air quality problems and to encourage pedestrian and bicycle accessibility. Improving the performance of the District’s older building stock through green retrofits is a fundamental component of the Sustainable DC Plan. 

616.2
The District’s GBAC was established in 2007. The GBAC is comprised of both public agency and private sector members. It monitors the District’s compliance with relevant green building requirements and makes recommendations on green building policies. 

616.3

Policy E-4.2.1: Support for Green Building
Broaden the requirements for the use of green building methods in new construction and rehabilitation projects to include all building typologies and develop green building standards for minimum performance or continued improvement of energy use through improved operation and maintenance activities. 

616.4

Policy E-4.2.2: Green Building Education and Awareness
Support programs that educate the public, business, and building and real estate communities on the benefits and techniques of green building, including utility cost savings and environmental and health benefits. 

616.5

Action E-4.2.A: Building Code Revisions
Periodically review regulatory obstacles to green building construction in the District, and work to reduce or eliminate such obstacles if they exist. Adopt amendments to the District’s green building codes as necessary to promote green building methods and materials, and to encourage such actions as stormwater harvesting, structural insulated panels, and high-quality windows. 

616.6

Action E-4.2.B: Green Building Incentives
Continue green building incentive programs to encourage green new construction and the rehabilitation of existing structures that go beyond the baseline code requirements. Identify and implement strategies to make green building affordable for lower-income residents. 

See also Action E-7.1.A on green building requirements for District projects and projects receiving municipal funds.

SOURCE: District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984, effective April 10, 1984 (D.C. Law 5-76; 31 DCR 1049 (March 9, 1984)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984 Land Use Element Amendment Act of 1984, effective March 16, 1985 (D.C. Law 5-187; 32 DCR 873 (February 15, 1985)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Amendments Act of 1989, effective May 23, 1990 (D.C. Law 8-129; 37 DCR 55 (January 5, 1990)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Amendments Act of 1989 NCPC-Recommended Amendments, and Closing of Public Alleys in Square 669, S.O. 88-452, Act of 1990, effective May 23, 1990 (D.C. Law 8-132; 37 DCR 2213 (April 6, 1990)); as amended by District Government Land Use Temporary Amendment Act of 1994, effective October 1, 1994 (D.C. Law 10-190; 41 DCR 5360 (August 12, 1994)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendments Act of 1994, effective October 6, 1994 (D.C. Law 10-193; 41 DCR 5536 (August 19, 1994)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984 Land Use Amendment Act of 1994, effective March 21, 1995 (D.C. Law 10-235; 42 DCR 30 (January 6, 1995)); as amended by Technical Amendments Act of 1996, effective April 18, 1996 (D.C. Law 11-110; 43 DCR 530 (February 9, 1996)); as amended by Second Technical Amendments Act of 1996, effective April 9, 1997 (D.C. Law 11-255; 44 DCR 1271 (March 7, 1997)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 1998, effective April 27, 1999 (D.C. Law 12-275; 46 DCR 1441 (February 19, 1999)); as amended by Technical Amendments Act of 1999, effective April 12, 2000 (D.C. Law 13-91; 47 DCR 520 (January 28, 2000)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2006, effective March 8, 2007 (D.C. Law 16-300; 54 DCR 924 (February 2, 2007)); as amended by Technical Amendments Act of 2008, effective March 25, 2009 (D.C. Law 17-353; 56 DCR 1117 (February 6, 2009)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2010, effective April 8, 2011 (D.C. Law 18-361; 58 DCR 908 (February 4, 2011)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2021, effective August 21, 2021 (D.C. Law 24-20; 68 DCR 006918 (July 16, 2021)).
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