District of Columbia Municipal Regulations


5300
SCHOOL IMMUNIZATION PROCEDURES AND REQUIREMENTS
5300.1
All District of Columbia schools shall enforce immunization requirements for school admission and attendance as set forth in this chapter; except, that private, parochial, and independent schools are not required to follow OSSE guidance issued pursuant to Subsection 5300.12.

5300.2
Each student enrolled and attending a school in grade pre-K 3 through grade twelve (12) and under the age of twenty-six (26) at the start of the school term for which admission is sought shall be required to present valid certification of immunization documenting that the student has been immunized in accordance with the list of required immunizations established by the Department of Health in Title 22 of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations, unless exempted in accordance with Section 5300.10. An immunization record forwarded from a student’s previous school containing the immunization information required by this chapter may be accepted by a school leader or other appropriate school official in lieu of the student providing a new certification of immunization.
5300.3
Each school shall, at least annually, distribute immunization information to the responsible person for each enrolled student that includes the following:

(a) The list of required immunizations established by the Department of Health in Title 22 of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations;

(b) A statement that all students must be immunized in accordance with the list of required immunizations; 

(c) The exclusion standards set forth in Section 5300.7; and

(d)
As directed by OSSE or the Department of Health, advice or guidance on immunizations published by public health officials or the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices.

5300.4
School officials shall verify each student’s certification of immunization or exemption. School officials shall record documentary proof of the verified certification or exemption in the student’s permanent school health record. School officials shall utilize data systems provided by the Department of Health for electronically receiving, verifying, and documenting each student’s certification of immunization or exemption.
5300.5
(a)
When a school official determines that a student who is attending school is missing a certification of immunization or exemption, the school shall immediately notify the responsible person in writing and provide the following information in the notice:

(1)
A list of the student’s missing immunization(s);
(2)
A statement that the student must be immunized in accordance with the list of required immunizations established by the Department of Health, unless exempted in accordance with Subsection 5300.10;
(3)
A statement that the student may be immunized and receive certification of immunization from a healthcare professional authorized to administer an immunization or from the public health authorities;
(4)
Contact information for the public health authorities and information on where to obtain a list of locations specifying where and when immunization services are performed in the District of Columbia;
(5)
The date by which the responsible person must submit a certification of immunization certification or exemption to the school; and
(6)
A copy of the certificate of health form described in Section 3 of the Student Health Care Act of 1985, effective December 3, 1985 (D.C. Law 6-66; D.C. Official Code § 38-602).
(b)
When considered appropriate by the school, or required by law, the written notification shall be translated into a language other than English or provided in an alternate format to facilitate communication with individuals with disabilities.

(c)
The school shall also make reasonable attempts to establish positive contact with the responsible person.

5300.6
(a)
No later than the final Monday of October, each public school shall provide written notification to the responsible person of a student who has attended at least one (1) day in the following grades and who is missing a certification of immunization or exemption:

(1)
Pre-K 3;

(2)
Kindergarten;

(3)
Seventh grade; and

(4)
Eleventh grade.

(b)
Each private, parochial, and independent school shall provide written notification to the responsible person of a student who has attended at least one (1) day in the grades under paragraph (a) of this section no later than the final Monday of October.

(c)
A school may also provide a written notification under paragraph (a) or (b) of this subsection to the responsible person of a student in any other grade if the student has attended at least one (1) day and is missing a certification of immunization or exemption.

(d)
A written notification provided under this subsection shall include:

(1)
The information required by Section 5300.5; and

(2)
A statement that the responsible person must submit a certification of immunization or exemption to the school no later than the second Monday of December, to prevent the student from being temporarily excluded from school until a certification of immunization or exemption is submitted to the school; provided, that if the school is a private, parochial, or independent school, the date by which the responsible person must submit the certification may instead be, at the discretion of the school, twenty (20) school days after the date of the written notification.

5300.7 
After the twenty (20)-school day notification period described in Subsection 5300.6 has passed, or no later than the second Monday of December, whichever is applicable, the school shall immediately exclude and prohibit from further attendance any student enrolled in the grades specified in Subsection 5300.6(a) who is still missing a certification of immunization or exemption. The student shall be excluded from school until the responsible person submits a certification of immunization or exemption to the school. The student’s attendance shall be classified as an “unexcused absence” for each day missed due to the missing certification of immunization or exemption until the responsible person submits a certification of immunization or exemption to the school. When the school receives a certification of immunization or exemption for the student, the school shall reclassify each day missed due to the missing a certification of immunization or exemption as an “excused absence.” Public schools shall use the daily attendance codes established by OSSE to report these absences. 

5300.8
(a)
If a required immunization necessitates continuing treatment or a series of treatments (“subsequent treatment”), the student shall be allowed to attend school while the treatment is being received if the responsible person provides the school written notification from the student’s physician or nurse practitioner, the physician or nurse practitioner’s representative, or from a public health authority that school attendance is appropriate and treatment is in progress. The notification shall also indicate the date by which each subsequent treatment is to be obtained and the date by which the treatment is expected to be completed.

(b)
The responsible person shall provide the certification of immunization to the school upon completion of the treatment.

(c)
The immunization record of each student allowed to attend school pursuant to paragraph (a) of this subsection shall be reviewed periodically by the school to confirm and update the documentation of subsequent treatment to determine whether the student has become fully immunized within the time period indicated in the written notification provided under paragraph (a) of this subsection. If the student fails to timely continue the subsequent treatments, the school shall promptly notify the responsible person. If the student fails to complete the treatment by the date by which the treatment is expected to be completed, the school shall promptly notify the responsible person and initiate a notification and temporary exclusion process for any student enrolled in a grade specified in Subsection 5300.6(a).  

5300.9
When a school has a reasonable basis to believe that a student who is not fully immunized against a specific communicable disease (as defined by the Department of Health in Title 22 of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations) may have been exposed to that specific communicable disease, the school shall immediately report the information to the Department of Health and discuss with the appropriate official at the Department of Health whether the student is at risk of developing the disease and whether the student should be temporarily excluded from attending school until completion of a quarantine or isolation period when the disease is considered communicable.

5300.10
A student who is enrolled in a school in the District of Columbia shall not be subject to the certification of immunization requirements of this chapter, with respect to a specific immunization if:

(a) The responsible person provides the school with a valid religious exemption approval issued by the Department of Health; provided, that a private, parochial, or independent school that has religious practices and principles that contradict the Department of Health immunization policy may reject a student’s Department of Health approved religious exemption; or

(b) The responsible person submits written certification from the student’s physician or nurse practitioner, or from the physician or nurse practitioner’s representative, stating that the immunization or treatment is medically inadvisable for the student. A student’s medical exemption under this paragraph shall not expire unless the condition making the immunization(s) medically inadvisable is temporary and specified by the student’s physician or nurse practitioner or their representative.

5300.11
The immunization requirements of this chapter shall apply to students who are experiencing homelessness; however, school authorities shall not exclude a student who is experiencing homelessness from school pursuant to Section 5300.7 for failure to comply with these requirements.

5300.12
(a)
The school leader at each public school shall designate two (2) school officials to act as the school’s immunization points of contact for monitoring school-level compliance with this chapter and coordinating with OSSE and the Department of Health pursuant to this chapter. In a public school that participates in the Department of Health’s School Health Services Program, a school nurse or health suite personnel assigned to the public school shall serve as one (1) of the immunization points of contact for the public school.

(b)
Compliance with paragraph (a) of this subsection shall be verified by the school leader prior to the start of each school year and periodically throughout the school year in a manner prescribed by OSSE.

5300.13
A public or public charter LEA that does not enforce this chapter may be subject to corrective actions, as determined appropriate by OSSE in accordance with guidance issued pursuant to Section 5300.12.

5300.14
OSSE shall annually issue guidance to implement the requirements of this chapter and to specify when written notifications shall be sent pursuant to Section 5300.6 and when temporary exclusions shall commence pursuant to Section 5300.7. This guidance shall be followed by public schools. Private, parochial, and independent schools may choose, but are not required, to follow guidance issued by OSSE pursuant to this subsection.
5300.15
OSSE, in coordination with the Department of Health, shall monitor enforcement of this chapter by public schools and by private, parochial, and independent schools.

5300.16
The District of Columbia Public Schools and the District of Columbia Public Charter School Board shall monitor and enforce District of Columbia Public Schools and public charter schools’ compliance with this chapter, respectively.

5300.99
DEFINITIONS

When used in this section, the following terms and phrases shall have the meanings ascribed:
Certification of immunization – certification or proof by a healthcare professional authorized to administer an immunization or their representative, the public health authority, or from a previous school demonstrating that a student has received a required immunization in accordance with the list of school immunizations established by the Department of Health in Title 22 of the District of Columbia Municipal Regulations.

LEA – a local education agency.

Local education agency – the District of Columbia Public Schools system or any individual or group of public charter schools operating under a single charter.

OSSE – the Office of the State Superintendent of Education.

Public school – a District of Columbia Public Schools school, a District of Columbia public charter school.

Responsible person – in the case of a student under eighteen (18)  years of age, a parent, legal guardian, legal custodian, foster parent, or other adult charged with the ongoing care and supervision of the student, and, in the case of a student eighteen (18) years of age or older or a student under eighteen (18) years of age who is an emancipated child, the student themself.

School – a District of Columbia Public Schools school serving any grades pre-K through 12, a public charter school serving any grades pre-K through 12, or any private, parochial, or independent school that offers instruction at any level or grade from pre-K through 12. 

School day – any day in which a school provides educational services, including a partial school day. A school day includes a day during which a school provides educational services in-person or via distance learning. A school day does not include a day in which students are not receiving educational services (e.g., weekends, holidays, school staff professional development days).

School leader – the school principal or individual in the head-of-school role. 

Student – any person who seeks enrollment in a school, or for whom enrollment is sought by a responsible person, enrolled in grades pre-K 3 through 12 or pursuing an IEP Certificate of Completion, and who will not have attained the age of twenty-six (26) years by the start of the school term for which enrollment is sought.
SOURCE: Final Rulemaking published at 55 DCR 010166 (October 3, 2008); as amended by Final Rulemaking published at 73 DCR 013229 (October 16, 2026).
	
	Office of the State Superintendent of Education
5-A DCMR § 5300

	

	
	
	



