District of Columbia Municipal Regulations


304  
FUNERAL SERVICES AND DEATH RECORDS REQUIREMENTS

304.1
Neither a funeral director nor any funeral services personnel shall disclose to anyone any information they may have that the decedent has participated in the Program.  

304.2 

Death record clearances by the OCME shall be required for all deaths occurring in the District of Columbia for which covered medications have been dispensed regardless of disposition type or place. Death record clearance includes review of the death certificate to ensure that the:

(a)
Cause of death is etiologically specific; and

(b)
Manner of death is appropriate for a non-OCME physician (natural) or as determined by the Chief Medical Examiner.

304.3 
Within forty-eight (48) hours after death, the physician in charge of a patient’s care for the condition that resulted in death shall complete, sign, and return the medical certification portion of the death certificate to the funeral director.  

304.4 
An attending physician completing the death certificate for a decedent who participated in the Program shall identify the cause of death as the underlying medical condition consistent with the International Classification of Diseases without reference to the fact that the decedent ingested a covered medication.  
304.5
An attending physician completing the death certification for a decedent who participated in the Program shall not include any of the following terms in the cause of death or manner of death sections:


(a)
PAS (physician assisted suicide);


(b)
MAID (medical assistance in dying or medically assisted dying);


(c)
Physician Assisted;


(d)
DWD (death with dignity);


(e)
Legally prescribed or legal prescription;


(f)
Physician-assisted dying;


(g)
The term for any covered medication; and


(h)
Any reference to the Act or this chapter.

304.6
A death record related to a participant in the Program shall only list “natural” as the manner of death, or as otherwise determined by the Chief Medical Examiner.

304.7 
The Registrar may require an attending physician for a patient who participated in the Program to furnish related information to the Registrar sooner than the thirty (30)-day notification deadline provided for in the Act if necessary to complete the certificate of death.

SOURCE: Final Rulemaking published at 64 DCR 12076 (November 24, 2017).
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