District of Columbia Municipal Regulations


218
EXEMPTION FROM LICENSING REQUIREMENT

218.1
A license shall not be required for any event where alcoholic beverages are provided gratuitously for on-premises consumption on the host’s own premises.  Notwithstanding the foregoing, a license shall be required if the operator of the premises provides professional services for the on-premises consumption of alcoholic beverages which are provided gratuitously to guests; or if the operator of the premises rents out the facility or provides entertainment, food or non-alcoholic beverages for compensation.

218.2
An applicant for a new license shall not permit the consumption of alcoholic beverages on the premises unless the applicant has obtained a stipulated or temporary license.  The applicant for a new license may also permit a licensed caterer to host an event on the premises pursuant to § 25-113 so long as the caterer acts as operator of the premises by retaining responsibility for the duration of the event, including control over the modes of ingress and egress into the establishment, bar and security staff, and the service of alcoholic beverages.

SOURCE: Final Rulemaking published at 51 DCR 4309 (April 30, 2004); as amended by Final Rulemaking published at 55 DCR 12991, 13015 (December 26, 2008 – Part 2); as amended by Final Rulemaking published at 64 DCR 1357 (February 10, 2017); as amended by Final Rulemaking published at 68 DCR 7421 (July 30, 2021).
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