District of Columbia Municipal Regulations


507
H-1.5 REDUCING BARRIERS TO PRODUCTION
507.1
The development of housing may be hampered by both governmental and non-governmental constraints. Governmental constraints include lengthy delays in permit processing and plan approval; insufficient coordination among agencies and utilities; zoning regulations, which may not reflect contemporary housing trends; and even prohibitions on certain types of housing. Non-governmental constraints include the high cost of land and rising interest rates. Although much progress has been made, serious barriers still exist. Fear of these barriers, and their costs, keep some developers from undertaking projects in Washington, DC at all and some homeowners from registering their basement units or other rental uses of their property. 

507.2
Policy H-1.5.1: Land and Building Regulations
Ensure the District’s land regulations, including its housing and building codes, zoning regulations, construction standards, and permitting fees, enable the production of housing for all income groups. Avoid regulations that make it prohibitively expensive or difficult to construct housing. 

507.3
Policy H-1.5.2: Permitting Procedures
Minimize the cost and time associated with development processing while still addressing community and environmental concerns. Explore measures to improve the permitting process, provided that such measures are consistent with other provisions of the Comprehensive Plan. 

507.4
Policy H-1.5.3: Modular Construction
Ensure that the District’s building and housing codes permit the appropriate use of modular and manufactured construction techniques, and other construction methods that may reduce housing costs without compromising building or design quality. 

507.5
Policy H-1.5.4: Financial Incentives
Consider tax incentives, reduced permitting and infrastructure fees, underwriting land costs, and other financial measures to reduce the cost of affordable housing construction. 

507.6
Action H-1.5.A: Smart Housing Codes
Update and modernize the District Housing Code to reflect the current trend toward smart housing codes, which are structured to encourage building rehabilitation and reuse of housing units built before modern building codes were enacted. 

507.7
Action H-1.5.B: Data Management
Maintain electronic inventories of existing housing and potential development sites for the benefit of residents, developers, and policy makers. This information should be used to track housing development and promote better-informed choices regarding public investment and affordable housing development. 

507.8
Action H-1.5.C: Reducing Cost of Public Financing 

Coordinate and better leverage the resources of the District’s housing agencies to reduce the cost of financing. Use technology to expedite the processing and distribution of affordable housing funds, track and monitor applications for such funds, and improve operating procedures for District financing of affordable housing and housing services. 

507.9
Action H-1.5.D: Support of Accessory Dwelling Units
Study whether recent zoning changes are sufficient to facilitate the creation of accessory dwelling units, or whether barriers to their creation still exist, and remove unnecessary obstacles to their creation. Incorporate racial equity considerations into the study. Investigate the benefits of financially supporting accessory dwelling units and design a pilot program to increase the number of affordable housing units through accessory dwelling units. 

507.10
Action H-1.5.E: Remove Regulatory Obstacles
Continue to identify and review regulatory impediments to the production of market rate and affordable housing. Remove unnecessary and burdensome regulations and propose more efficient and effective alternatives for achieving important policy and regulatory goals.
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