District of Columbia Municipal Regulations


2512
IM-3.2.1 THE AMENDMENT TIMELINE
2512.1
It is recommended that the Comprehensive Plan be amended at least every four years and that a major revision or update of the Comprehensive Plan be completed every 12 years. The review of the practices of other major cities completed as part of the 2003 Comprehensive Plan Assessment suggests that a 10- to 15-year cycle for major revisions to the Comprehensive Plan is appropriate. The major revision would reassess all Comprehensive Plan policies, including Citywide and Area Element policies. It would not necessarily include a total rewrite of each element but would focus instead on deleting outdated or irrelevant policies and actions and editing or adding policies and actions to reflect emerging issues. The current provision that the Mayor can also submit amendments at other times should be retained. 

2512.2
When considering the opportunities for amending or fully rewriting the Comprehensive Plan, the following timeline is an example for an amendment cycle and major revision or rewrite:
· Year 0: Plan Adoption
· Years 3-4: Progress Report and Plan Amendment
· Years 7-8: Progress Report and Plan Amendment
· Years 11-12: Progress Report and Major Plan Revision/Rewrite 
· Year 14: Plan Adoption (repeat cycle) 

2512.3
The following is intended to guide subsequent amendments and rewrites to the Comprehensive Plan. The Mayor shall commence public outreach and an engagement process for a Comprehensive Plan rewrite proposal at least 12 months in advance of submitting a rewrite proposal to the Council, and no later than nine months in advance of submitting an amendment proposal to the Council. Amendments or rewrites to the District Elements of the Comprehensive Plan submitted to the Council by the Mayor shall contain all proposed amendments for simultaneous approval. 

2512.4
The Mayor shall begin the process for a full rewrite of the District Elements of the Comprehensive Plan no later than January 7, 2025 for submission to Council by June 6, 2027. The rewrite shall address the following issues:
· The District Elements should be informed by the 2020 Census and analysis of the impacts of the global pandemic to Washington, DC.
· The District Elements should be clear, concise, accessible, and usable, significantly reduced in length, redundancy, and detail from the current version. 
· The Future Land Use Map and Generalized Policy Map should be evaluated for effectiveness in achieving District goals, appropriateness of categories, clarity, and ease of use. The granularity of the maps should be evaluated to distinguish them from zoning maps.
· The rewrite shall be centered around equity, particularly racial equity, resilience, and affordability. 
· The rewrite should evaluate and as needed, set new regional and District housing production targets. 

Prior to starting the rewrite, the Mayor shall provide to the Council and make available to the public a short paper describing the proposed rewrite process and timeline, including how it will evaluate the issues identified above. The public participation and comment process shall be clearly identified at the start of the rewrite, and consistent with policies in Section IM-1.5 Public Input of this element. 
SOURCE: District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984, effective April 10, 1984 (D.C. Law 5-76; 31 DCR 1049 (March 9, 1984)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984 Land Use Element Amendment Act of 1984, effective March 16, 1985 (D.C. Law 5-187; 32 DCR 873 (February 15, 1985)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Amendments Act of 1989, effective May 23, 1990 (D.C. Law 8-129; 37 DCR 55 (January 5, 1990)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Amendments Act of 1989 NCPC-Recommended Amendments, and Closing of Public Alleys in Square 669, S.O. 88-452, Act of 1990, effective May 23, 1990 (D.C. Law 8-132; 37 DCR 2213 (April 6, 1990)); as amended by District Government Land Use Temporary Amendment Act of 1994, effective October 1, 1994 (D.C. Law 10-190; 41 DCR 5360 (August 12, 1994)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendments Act of 1994, effective October 6, 1994 (D.C. Law 10-193; 41 DCR 5536 (August 19, 1994)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984 Land Use Amendment Act of 1994, effective March 21, 1995 (D.C. Law 10-235; 42 DCR 30 (January 6, 1995)); as amended by Technical Amendments Act of 1996, effective April 18, 1996 (D.C. Law 11-110; 43 DCR 530 (February 9, 1996)); as amended by Second Technical Amendments Act of 1996, effective April 9, 1997 (D.C. Law 11-255; 44 DCR 1271 (March 7, 1997)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 1998, effective April 27, 1999 (D.C. Law 12-275; 46 DCR 1441 (February 19, 1999)); as amended by Technical Amendments Act of 1999, effective April 12, 2000 (D.C. Law 13-91; 47 DCR 520 (January 28, 2000)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2006, effective March 8, 2007 (D.C. Law 16-300; 54 DCR 924 (February 2, 2007)); as amended by Technical Amendments Act of 2008, effective March 25, 2009 (D.C. Law 17-353; 56 DCR 1117 (February 6, 2009)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2010, effective April 8, 2011 (D.C. Law 18-361; 58 DCR 908 (February 4, 2011)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2021, effective August 21, 2021 (D.C. Law 24-20; 68 DCR 006918 (July 16, 2021)).
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