District of Columbia Municipal Regulations


4004
LEVEL 1 INTERCONNECTION REVIEWS

4004.1
For Level 1 Interconnection Review, the EDC shall use Level 1 procedures for evaluation of all Interconnection Requests to connect inverter-based Small Generator Facilities.

4004.2
For Level 1 Adverse System Impact screens, the EDC shall evaluate the potential for Adverse System Impacts using the following screens, which must be satisfied:

(a) The Small Generator Facility has a Nameplate Capacity of twenty (20) kW or less.

(b) For interconnection of a proposed Small Generator Facility to a Line Section on a Radial Distribution Circuit, the aggregated generation on the Line Section, including the proposed Small Generator Facility and all other generator facilities capable of coincidental export of energy on the Line Section, shall not exceed the anticipated minimum load on the Line Section, as determined by the results of a power flow-based study performed by the EDC to evaluate the impact of the proposed Small Generator Facility.  If such results are unavailable, the aforementioned aggregate generating capacity shall not exceed fifteen percent (15%) of the Line Section’s annual peak load as most recently measured at the substation or calculated for the Line Section.  Should the EDC have previously identified the aforementioned Line Section as exceeding fifteen percent (15%) of the Line Section’s annual peak load, the EDC shall use its best efforts to complete a power-flow based study to evaluate the impact of the proposed Small Generator Facility as described herein.  The EDC shall not fail the Small Generator Facility based solely on the application of the fifteen percent (15%) peak load limitation if the EDC has valid power flow-based study results that can be used to evaluate the impact of the proposed Small Generator Facility.

(c) When a proposed Small Generator Facility is to be interconnected on a single-phase shared Secondary Line, the aggregate generation capacity on the shared Secondary Line, including the proposed Small Generator Facility, may not exceed twenty (20) kW.

(d) When a proposed Small Generator Facility is single-phase and is to be interconnected on a transformer center tap neutral of a two hundred forty (240) volt service, its addition may not create an imbalance between the two (2) sides of the two hundred forty (240) volt service of more than twenty percent (20%) of the nameplate rating of the service transformer.

(e) For interconnection of a Small Generator Facility within a Spot Network or Area Network, the aggregate generating capacity including the Small Generator Facility may exceed fifty percent (50%) of the network’s anticipated minimum load if the EDC determines that safety and reliability are not adversely impacted.  If solar energy small generator facilities are used, only the anticipated daytime minimum load shall be considered.  The EDC may select any of the following methods to determine the anticipated minimum load:

(1) The network’s measured minimum load in the previous year, if available;
(2) Five percent (5%) of the network’s maximum load in the previous year;
(3) The Interconnection Customer’s good faith estimate, if provided; or
(4) The EDC’s good faith estimate, if provided in writing to the Interconnection Customer, along with the reasons why the EDC considered the other methods to estimate minimum load inadequate.
(f) No construction of facilities by the EDC on its own system other than metering is required in order to accommodate the Small Generator Facility.

(g) If the Interconnection Request requires the construction of Interconnection Facilities or Distribution System Upgrades to accommodate the Small Generator Facility, the EDC shall continue its evaluation using Level 2 procedures, commencing at Subsection 4005.4 (d)(1), and the EDC shall notify the Interconnection Customer that it is continuing its evaluation using Level 2 procedures.  The EDC may use results from a valid power flow-based study performed to evaluate the impact of the proposed Small Generator Facility, provided such results are not used to fail Subsections 4004.2 (c), (d), or (e) screens.  EDC shall make available upon request a copy of its power flow-based study for each applicant to the Commission.

(h) If a Small Generator Facility fails a Level 1 Adverse System Impact screen, the EDC may elect to complete the evaluation at Level 1, if safety and reliability are not adversely impacted, or at the next appropriate level.

4004.3
The Level 1 Interconnection Review shall be conducted in accordance with the following procedures:

(a) The EDC shall, within five (5) business days after receipt of Part 1 of the Interconnection Request, notify the Interconnection Customer in writing or by electronic mail of the review results, which shall indicate that the Interconnection Request is complete or incomplete, and what materials, if any, are missing.

(b) When an Interconnection Request is complete, the EDC shall assign the Interconnection Request a Queue Position.

(c) Within five (5) business days after the EDC acknowledges receipt of a complete Interconnection Request, the EDC shall notify the Interconnection Customer of the Level 1 Adverse System Impact screening results.  If the proposed interconnection meets all of the applicable Level 1 Adverse System Impact screens or the EDC determines that the Small Generator Facility can be interconnected safely and reliably to its system, the EDC shall provide the Interconnection Customer with an Approval to Install. 

(d) The EDC will provide an EDC-executed Interconnection Agreement within three (3) business days of issuing the Approval to Install.

(e) Unless extended by mutual agreement of the Interconnection Customer and the EDC, within six (6) months of receiving an Approval to Install or six (6) months from the completion of any upgrades, whichever is later, the Interconnection Customer shall provide the EDC a completed Level 1 PART II - Small Generator Facility Interconnection Certificate of Completion Form, including the signed inspection certificate.

(f) The EDC may, within ten (10) business days of receiving a completed Level 1 PART II – Small Generator Facility Interconnection Certificate of Completion Form and the inspection certificate from the Interconnection Customer, conduct a Witness Test at a time mutually agreeable to the Interconnection Customer and the EDC.  If the Witness Test fails to reveal that all equipment has been appropriately installed and that all electrical connections have been made in accordance with applicable codes, the EDC shall offer to redo the Witness Test at the Interconnection Customer’s expense at a time mutually agreeable to the Interconnection Customer and the EDC.  If the EDC determines that the Small Generator Facility fails the inspection, it must provide a written explanation detailing the reasons and any standards violated.  If the EDC does not perform the Witness Test within ten (10) business days or other time as is mutually agreed to by the Interconnection Customer and the EDC, the Witness Test is deemed waived.

(g) The EDC shall provide the Interconnection Customer with the Authorization to Operate within twenty (20) business days of receiving a completed Level 1 PART II - Small Generator Facility Interconnection Certificate of Completion Form, including the signed inspection certificate.  An Interconnection Customer may begin interconnected operation of a Small Generator Facility provided that there is an Interconnection Agreement in effect, the EDC has received proof of the electrical code official’s approval, the Small Generator Facility has passed any Witness Test by the EDC, and the EDC has issued the Authorization to Operate.

(h) The EDC may require the submission of photographs of the site, Small Generator Facility components, meters, or any other aspect of the Interconnection Facilities as part of the Level 1 Interconnection Review process, provided that failure to provide a photo in a timely manner will not be a reason for the EDC to deem an Interconnection Request incomplete.
4004.4
[RESERVED]

4004.5
[RESERVED]

4004.6
The EDC, at its sole option, may approve the Interconnection Request provided that such approval is consistent with safety and reliability.  If the EDC cannot determine that the Small Generator Facility may nevertheless be interconnected consistent with safety, reliability, and power quality standards, the EDC shall provide the Interconnection Customer with detailed information on the reason(s) for failure in writing.  In addition, the EDC shall either: 
(a) Notify Interconnection Customer that the EDC is continuing to evaluate the Small Generator Facility under Supplemental Review if the EDC concludes that the Supplemental Review might determine that the Small Generator Facility could continue to qualify for interconnection pursuant to Level 2; or

(b) Offer to continue evaluating the Interconnection Request under Level 4.

4004.7
If, on an annual basis, the EDC fails to issue at least ninety percent (90%) of all Authorizations to Operate and Approvals to Install in the Level 1 interconnection process (as specified within the timeline(s) stipulated in Subsection 4004.3), it shall be required to develop a corrective action plan. 
(a) The corrective action plan shall describe the cause(s) of the EDC’s non-compliance with Subsection 4004.7, describe the corrective measure(s) to be taken to ensure that the standard is met or exceeded in the future, and set a target date for completion of the corrective measure(s).  To the extent automation is an element of the corrective measure(s), this should be described in the plan.  

(b) Progress on current corrective action plans shall be included in the EDC’s Small Generator Interconnection Annual Report.

(c) The EDC shall report the actual performance of compliance with Subsection 4004.7 during the reporting period in the Small Generator Interconnection Annual Report of the following year.

SOURCE: Final Rulemaking published at 56 DCR 1415 (February 13, 2009); as amended by Final Rulemaking published at 66 DCR 01132 (January 25, 2019); as amended by Final Rulemaking published at 68 DCR 8244 (August 20, 2021).
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