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DEFINITIONS 
199.1
When used in this title, the following terms and phrases shall have the meanings ascribed:

Abuse – The physical or mental injury of a child by a parent, guardian, or custodian, under circumstances that indicate that the child's health or welfare is significantly harmed or at risk of being significantly harmed. Abuse includes sexual abuse of a child, whether or not physical injuries are sustained.

Adult – A person who is eighteen (18) years of age or older.

Adult-to-child ratio – The maximum number of children permitted per staff member.  

Americans with Disabilities Act or "ADA" – approved July 26, 1990, as amended (Pub.L. 101-336; 104 Stat. 327; 42 U.S.C. §§ 12101 et seq.).

Associate caregiver – An individual who provides care in an Expanded Child Development Home and who is subordinate to the Primary Caregiver.
Building use agreement – An agreement between the Child Development Facility licensed or required to be licensed and the owner of a building to use the building to operate a Child Development Facility if the primary location of operation ceases to be available.  
CDA -- Child Development Associate credential, a credential obtained under the award system of the Council for Professional Recognition.
CPR – Cardiopulmonary resuscitation.
Care by a related person – Care of a child by that child’s parent, step-parent, grandparent, brother, sister, step-brother, step-sister, uncle, or aunt, said relationship having been established by blood, marriage, or adoption, or by that child’s legal guardian.
Caregiver – An individual who is in charge of, and responsible for the direct care, supervision, and guidance of children in a Child Development Home or Expanded Child Development Home.
Center director​ – A Child Development Center staff member who has primary responsibility for the daily operations and management of the Center, which may serve children from birth to kindergarten entry and children in school-age child care.
Certification of COVID-19 immunization – written certification by a private physician, his or her representative, or the public health authorities that an individual has received COVID-19 immunization, which may include a copy of the individual's Centers for Disease Control and Prevention COVID-19 Vaccination Record Card reflecting COVID-19 immunization.
Change in ownership – Any change that results in an individual or owner (including a corporation or unincorporated business entity) acquiring the ability to substantially affect the actions of the Facility.  An individual or corporation has the ability to substantially affect the Facility’s actions when he, she, or it (1) personally holds, or holds in partnership with one or more family members, at least a twenty-five percent (25%) ownership interest in the Facility; or (2) personally represents (with voting trust, power of attorney, or proxy authority), or represents in partnership with one or more family members, any individual or group holding at least a twenty-five percent (25%) ownership interest in the Facility.

Child or children – An individual or individuals from birth to fifteen (15) years of age, except when “infant/s” and/or “toddler/s” are specified within the same provision, in which case “child” or “children” means an individual or individuals from thirty-six (36) months old to fifteen (15) years of age.
Child experiencing homelessness – A child who is homeless as defined in Section 725 of Subtitle Vii-B of the McKinney-Vento Act (42 U.S.C. § 11434a).

Child development center or Center – A Child Development Facility located in premises other than a dwelling occupied by the operator of the Facility that serves more than twelve (12) children. This definition encompasses facilities generally known as child care centers, preschools, nursery schools, before-and-after school programs, and similar programs and facilities.

Child development facility or Facility – A center, home, expanded home, or other structure that provides care and other services, supervision and guidance for children, infants, and toddlers on a regular basis, regardless of its designated name. Child Development Facility does not include a public or private elementary or secondary school engaged in legally required educational and related functions or a pre-kindergarten education program licensed pursuant to the Pre-k Act.
Child development home – A private residence which provides a child development program for children. Child Development Home also includes those Facilities classified as “Expanded Child Development Homes”.
Communicable diseases – A disease identified as a communicable disease, including without limitation any illness due to an infectious agent or its toxic product, which is transmitted directly or indirectly to a well person from an infected person, animal, or ectoparasite; or any illness due to an infectious agent or its toxic product which is transmitted through the agency of an intermediate host, vector, or by exposure within the immediate environment. Communicable disease also shall mean any disease occurring as an outbreak of illness or toxic conditions, regardless of etiology in an institution or other identifiable group of people.
COVID-19 immunization – initial immunization and any boosters or reimmunization required to maintain immunization against the disease caused by the novel coronavirus SARSCoV-2 (COVID-19) in accordance with the immunization standards issued by the public health authorities.
CYSHA – Child and Youth, Safety and Health Omnibus Amendment Act of 2004, effective April 13, 2005 (D.C. Law 15-353; D.C. Official Code §§ 1-620.31 et seq. (2012 Repl. & 2016 Supp.)).
Developmentally appropriate – Individualized, responsive care that aligns with a child’s age, needs, cultural context, and personality.

DOEE – District of Columbia Department of Energy and Environment.
Elementary/secondary educational program – A course of instruction and study from and including pre-Kindergarten through the end of high school, any portion thereof, or its equivalent.

Encumbered Instructional and/or Play Space – Space that is restricted by permanent fixtures, architectural structures, equipment, bedding, or furniture that are unrelated to the program.
Expanded child development home – A Child Development Home in which child care is provided by two (2) or more Caregivers for up to twelve (12) children. 
Facilities Act – The Child Development Facilities Regulation Act of 1998, effective April 13, 1999 (D.C. Law 12-215; D.C. Official Code §§ 7-2031 et seq.).

Facility – A Child Development Facility.
Fever – A temperature of one hundred degrees Fahrenheit (100° F) or higher if taken under the arm, one hundred and one degrees Fahrenheit (101 °F) if taken orally, or one hundred and two degrees Fahrenheit (102 °F) if taken rectally. For children under the age of four (4) months, a fever is a temperature of one hundred and one degrees Fahrenheit (101°F) or higher taken by any method.

Full School Day – The entirety of the instructional hours regularly provided on a single school day. 

Guardian – A person, other than the child’s parent, who has been granted legal authority over and responsibility for a child.
Group size – The number of children occupying an individual classroom or well-defined space within a larger room
IEP –  Individualized Education Program.
IFSP – Individualized Family Service Plan.
Infant – An individual birth to twelve (12) months of age.
Licensed health care practitioner – A Physician, a Nurse-Practitioner (also known as an Advanced Practice Registered Nurse), or a Physician’s Assistant licensed to practice health care by the D.C. Board of Medicine or Board of Nursing, or by a comparable body in another state.
Licensee – A Child Development Facility licensed pursuant to this chapter, or the operator of such a Facility, including the Center Director or Caregiver of a Home or Expanded home.

Nanny share – An arrangement in which two or more families are splitting the services of a nanny under these circumstances:  The nanny may work part-time for one family caring for the child(ren) in their own home then work part-time for the other family caring for that family’s child(ren) in their home.

Neglect – The failure to provide care, services and supervision necessary to avoid physical harm or mental anguish.
Non-ambulatory child – A child who is: (1) unable to leave a building under emergency conditions without assistance; (2) unable to walk forward or backward without assistance; (3) unable to go up or down steps without assistance; or (4) dependent upon mechanical aids such as crutches, walkers or wheelchairs.

Non-peak hours – For programs operating during traditional daytime hours, before 9:00 a.m. and after 4:00 p.m.; and for programs operating outside of traditional daytime hours, time periods as specified in writing to, and accepted by, OSSE.
OAH  – The Office of Administrative Hearings.

OAH Act – Office of Administrative Hearings Establishment Act of 2002, effective March 6, 2002 (D.C. Law 14-76; D.C. Official Code §§ 2-1831.01 et seq.).
Office of the State Superintendent or OSSE – The office established by Section 2 of the State Education Office Establishment Act of 2000, effective October 21, 2000 (D.C. Law 13-176; D.C Official Code § 38-2601).
Out-of-school-time care – Care and other services, supervision and guidance provided to one or more children of legal school age and under the age of fifteen (15) years, who are enrolled in public, private, or charter schools, before and after normal school hours at a Child Development Facility.
Parent – A legal mother or father of a child, by blood, adoption, foster care placement, or appointment as legal guardian or custodian of that child by a court of competent jurisdiction.

Peak hours – For programs operating during traditional daytime hours, the hours between 9:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m.; and for programs operating outside of traditional daytime hours, time periods as specified in writing to, and accepted by, OSSE.
Person – A corporation, partnership, and government as well as an individual.

Premises – Land and any structure, building or improvement, or any portion thereof,  operated by a Child Development Facility licensed by OSSE to provide care and other services, supervision and guidance for children, infants, and toddlers on a regular basis. The term includes, but is not limited to, all land, structures or buildings used for educational functions and all land, structures, buildings, or other improvements used for accessory uses normally incidental to provide care and other services, supervision and guidance for children, infants, and toddlers on a regular basis, including but not restricted to indoor and outdoor areas, field houses, gymnasiums, parking lots, greenhouses, playgrounds, stadiums, and open space.

Preschool or preschooler – A child thirty-six (36) to sixty (60) months of age but younger than school age. 

Pre-service training – Required training for paid employees of a Child Development Facility that shall take place prior to or within ninety (90) calendar days of providing service. 


Pre-k Act – Pre-k Enhancement and Expansion Amendment Act of 2008, effective July 18, 2008 (D.C. Law 17-202; D.C. Official Code §§ 38-271.01 et seq.).
Pre-K age children – Children who are 
(a)  
Three (3) years of age on or before September 30 of the program year for which the child is being enrolled; 
(b)  
Four (4) years of age; or 
(c)  
Five (5) years of age after September 30 of the program year for which the child is being enrolled.

Pre-K education service – The purposeful, well planned and developmentally appropriate practice and instruction provided by community-based organizations to pre-K age children.
Primary caregiver – An individual who operates an Expanded Child Development Home and who is in charge of the day-to-day operations of the Home.

Public Health Authorities – the official or officials of the executive branch of the government of the District of Columbia designated by the Mayor pursuant to the Immunization of School Students Act of 1979, effective September 28,1979 (D.C. Law 3-20; D.C. Official Code $ 38-501 et seq.).

Related person – Any legal guardian or any of the following relationships established by marriage, adoption, or blood to the fifth (5th) degree: parent or step-parent; grandparent; brother, sister, step-sister, or step-brother; uncle or aunt; or niece or nephew.
Safety-sensitive position - Employment in which the employee has (1) direct contact with children and youth, (2) is entrusted with the direct care or custody of children and youth; and (3) whose performance of his or her duties may affect the health, welfare, or safety of children and youth, as defined in D.C. Official Code § 1-620.31(10) .
School-age child – A child who is between five (5) years of age and eighteen (18) years of age on or before September thirty (30) of the current school year.
Special needs – Conditions or characteristics of a person that reflect a need for particular care, services or treatment, most commonly physical and/or mental disabilities and/or delays and is evidence by IFSP or IEP. 
Staff or staff member – An individual who provides child care or related services directly to a child on a person-to-person basis in a Child Development Facility, whether compensated or uncompensated. “Staff” includes a Center Director, teachers, assistant teachers, caregiver, assistant care giver.

Subsidized child care – Part-time or full-time child care services, subsidized in whole or in part to eligible families pursuant to local and federal law, including but not limited to Sections 5a and 6 of the Day Care Policy Amendment Act of 1998, effective April 13, 1999 (D.C. Law 12-216; D.C. Official Code §§ 4-404.01 and 4-405), and the Child Care and Development Block Grant Act of 2014, approved November 19, 2014 (Pub. L. 113-186; 128 Stat. 1971).

Toddler – A child twelve (12) months to thirty-six (36) months of age.
Unencumbered Instructional or Play Space – Space that is free of permanent fixtures, architectural structures, equipment, bedding, and furniture that are unrelated to the program 

Unusual incident – Any accident, injury, or other extraordinary event that involves a child in care, a staff member, or the operation of a Child Development Facility, including suspected child maltreatment or abuse.

Volunteer – A person rendering services to a Child Development Facility without compensation by the Facility, including a person so rendering services as part of an internship or otherwise under the auspices of an educational or training program. Volunteer does not include a chaperone providing service for a field trip, party or special event. 

SOURCE:  Final Rulemaking at 63 DCR 14640 (December 2, 2016); as amended by the Coronavirus Immunization of School Students and Early Childhood Workers Regulation Amendment Act of 2021, effective March 2, 2022 (D.C. Law 24-0085; 69 DCR 000440 (January 21, 2022)).
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