District of Columbia Municipal Regulations


1816
FSS-2.6 BELLEVUE/WASHINGTON HIGHLANDS
1816.1
The Bellevue commercial district includes several blocks around the intersection of South Capitol and Atlantic Streets SE. The area is a traditional neighborhood center, including small retailers, a bank, food and liquor stores, a gas station, personal services, and a drugstore/training center for pharmacy technicians. It includes the former Atlantic Theater and the William O. Lockridge Library, constructed in 2012, and is adjacent to the new Patterson Elementary School campus.
1816.2
In 2017, Mayor Bowser broke ground on South Capitol Street Apartments, a new development project that will deliver 195 apartment units, ranging from efficiencies to three-bedrooms, and 5,000 square feet of community space to the Bellevue neighborhood in Ward 8. The $59 million development is being built on the site of the former South Capitol Street Shopping Center. Financing for the development includes $25 million in gap funding from the District Department of Housing and Community Development (DHCD) Housing Production Trust Fund, $23.19 million in private equity raised through the sale of federal Low-Income Housing Tax Credits, and $30 million in bond financing issued by the DC Housing Finance Agency (DCHFA).
1816.3
The neighborhoods surrounding the commercial district include a large number of garden apartments, many in deteriorating condition. Some of these apartments were quickly constructed during the boom years of the 1940s and may need replacement or substantial renovation during the coming years. The policies below are intended to encourage the enhancement of neighborhood character will be enhanced and the retention of housing choices as these changes take place.

1816.4
Policy FSS-2.6.1: Neighborhood Shopping Improvements
Encourage new commercial development and adaptive reuse of existing commercial buildings in the South Capitol/Atlantic Streets SE commercial district. Development should provide improved commercial goods and services to the surrounding Bellevue and Washington Highlands neighborhoods.

1816.5
Policy FSS-2.6.2: Business Improvement

Support the continued efforts of local merchants to improve the Bellevue shopping district, provide adequate off-street parking and loading areas, and enhance building facades and storefronts.
1816.6
Policy FSS-2.6.3: Bellevue/Washington Highlands Infill

Encourage refurbishment or replacement of deteriorating apartment complexes within Bellevue and Washington Highlands. Where buildings are removed, encourage replacement with mixed-income housing, including owner-occupied, single-family homes and townhomes, as well as new apartments. Every effort shall be made to avoid resident displacement when such actions are taken and to provide existing residents with opportunities to purchase their units or find suitable housing in the community.

SOURCE: District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984, effective April 10, 1984 (D.C. Law 5-76; 31 DCR 1049 (March 9, 1984)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984 Land Use Element Amendment Act of 1984, effective March 16, 1985 (D.C. Law 5-187; 32 DCR 873 (February 15, 1985)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Amendments Act of 1989, effective May 23, 1990 (D.C. Law 8-129; 37 DCR 55 (January 5, 1990)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Amendments Act of 1989 NCPC-Recommended Amendments, and Closing of Public Alleys in Square 669, S.O. 88-452, Act of 1990, effective May 23, 1990 (D.C. Law 8-132; 37 DCR 2213 (April 6, 1990)); as amended by District Government Land Use Temporary Amendment Act of 1994, effective October 1, 1994 (D.C. Law 10-190; 41 DCR 5360 (August 12, 1994)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendments Act of 1994, effective October 6, 1994 (D.C. Law 10-193; 41 DCR 5536 (August 19, 1994)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984 Land Use Amendment Act of 1994, effective March 21, 1995 (D.C. Law 10-235; 42 DCR 30 (January 6, 1995)); as amended by Technical Amendments Act of 1996, effective April 18, 1996 (D.C. Law 11-110; 43 DCR 530 (February 9, 1996)); as amended by Second Technical Amendments Act of 1996, effective April 9, 1997 (D.C. Law 11-255; 44 DCR 1271 (March 7, 1997)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 1998, effective April 27, 1999 (D.C. Law 12-275; 46 DCR 1441 (February 19, 1999)); as amended by Technical Amendments Act of 1999, effective April 12, 2000 (D.C. Law 13-91; 47 DCR 520 (January 28, 2000)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2006, effective March 8, 2007 (D.C. Law 16-300; 54 DCR 924 (February 2, 2007)); as amended by Technical Amendments Act of 2008, effective March 25, 2009 (D.C. Law 17-353; 56 DCR 1117 (February 6, 2009)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2010, effective April 8, 2011 (D.C. Law 18-361; 58 DCR 908 (February 4, 2011)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2021, effective August 21, 2021 (D.C. Law 24-20; 68 DCR 006918 (July 16, 2021)).
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