District of Columbia Municipal Regulations


712
ED-3 SUPPORTING THE NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS ENVIRONMENT
712.1
The distinct characteristics of many of the District’s neighborhoods are expressed in their local shopping areas. Neighborhood business districts often reflect the ethnic heritage, building patterns, and architectural and social history of the communities that surround them. They provide places to interact with neighbors and, in many cases, a public domain with active street life and character. 

712.2
From an economic development standpoint, the District’s neighborhood shopping areas generate property and sales taxes, provide jobs, and meet local needs for goods and services. The economic health of these areas varies widely across the District. In shopping districts that are thriving, the District promotes continued patronage, variety among retailers, and high-quality goods and services, while addressing issues such as aesthetics and access for suppliers, customers, and employees. 

712.3
In shopping districts that are underserved or underperforming, the District promotes a range of solutions, including concentrating retail areas and converting some retail spaces to office or services uses (e.g., coworking) to address chronic challenges such as boarded-up storefronts, concerns about public safety, and difficulty competing with stronger commercial districts. 

712.4
Small and local businesses have demonstrated strong capacity for anchoring community revitalization, which has been amplified through initiatives such as Made in DC and DC Main Streets, which have helped propel resurgence in the retail economy. However, many formerly economically thriving retail districts have experienced market position shifts from regional-serving toward neighborhood-serving as retailing has strengthened downtown and expanded eastward since 2006. To address challenges and target opportunities in retail submarkets, the District has conducted a series of studies—including the Retail Action Strategy, the Vibrant Retail Streets Toolkit, and the Great Streets program—that provide strategic guidance for the District, retailers, and community partners. 

SOURCE: District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984, effective April 10, 1984 (D.C. Law 5-76; 31 DCR 1049 (March 9, 1984)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984 Land Use Element Amendment Act of 1984, effective March 16, 1985 (D.C. Law 5-187; 32 DCR 873 (February 15, 1985)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Amendments Act of 1989, effective May 23, 1990 (D.C. Law 8-129; 37 DCR 55 (January 5, 1990)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Amendments Act of 1989 NCPC-Recommended Amendments, and Closing of Public Alleys in Square 669, S.O. 88-452, Act of 1990, effective May 23, 1990 (D.C. Law 8-132; 37 DCR 2213 (April 6, 1990)); as amended by District Government Land Use Temporary Amendment Act of 1994, effective October 1, 1994 (D.C. Law 10-190; 41 DCR 5360 (August 12, 1994)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendments Act of 1994, effective October 6, 1994 (D.C. Law 10-193; 41 DCR 5536 (August 19, 1994)); as amended by District of Columbia Comprehensive Plan Act of 1984 Land Use Amendment Act of 1994, effective March 21, 1995 (D.C. Law 10-235; 42 DCR 30 (January 6, 1995)); as amended by Technical Amendments Act of 1996, effective April 18, 1996 (D.C. Law 11-110; 43 DCR 530 (February 9, 1996)); as amended by Second Technical Amendments Act of 1996, effective April 9, 1997 (D.C. Law 11-255; 44 DCR 1271 (March 7, 1997)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 1998, effective April 27, 1999 (D.C. Law 12-275; 46 DCR 1441 (February 19, 1999)); as amended by Technical Amendments Act of 1999, effective April 12, 2000 (D.C. Law 13-91; 47 DCR 520 (January 28, 2000)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2006, effective March 8, 2007 (D.C. Law 16-300; 54 DCR 924 (February 2, 2007)); as amended by Technical Amendments Act of 2008, effective March 25, 2009 (D.C. Law 17-353; 56 DCR 1117 (February 6, 2009)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2010, effective April 8, 2011 (D.C. Law 18-361; 58 DCR 908 (February 4, 2011)); as amended by Comprehensive Plan Amendment Act of 2021, effective August 21, 2021 (D.C. Law 24-20; 68 DCR 006918 (July 16, 2021)).
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